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The Nebraska Athletic Department has been much busier than normal this December with 
the hiring of a new football coach, death of a longtime SID and success of many teams. 
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RECRUITING NOTEBOOK 
BY MICHAEL SCHAEFER 
Newly-hired NU football coach Mike Riley took full advantage of the limited time he 
had to go meet current commitments and players he had previous talked to at OSU. 
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STATE OF THE HUSKERS 
BY MICHAEL BRUNTZ 
In trying to figure out what kind of a team Nebraska will look like under Riley, it is 
best to look at how Oregon State played for some glimpses. 


FEATURE 


14-17 


TWO-MINUTE DRILL 
BY LANNY HOLSTEIN, MICHAEL BRUNTZ & DARREN IVY 

With Bo Pelini being dismissed on Nov. 30, but the rest of the staff on for the bowl 
game, and Mike Riley being hired on Dec. 4, it has created an interesting dynamic. 
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W,55-19 
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L,59-24 
L,28-24 
W.37-340T 
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Newly-hired Nebraska football coach Mike Riley was 
introduced to the media on Dec. 5 at Memorial Stadium. 
After his press conference, the 61-year-old Riley posed 
for some photographs at his new school, including the 


played college football for Paul “Bear” Bryant at Alabama 
and also was head coach at Oregaon State and with the 
San Diego Chargers. 

PHOTO BY MITCH OTTO/HUSKERS ILLUSTRATED 


ot with the Nebraska football helmet . Riley 
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NORMALLY SLOW 
DECEMBER FULL 
OF ACTION AROUND 


HUSKER PROGRAMS 


OREGON STATE’S MIKE 
RILEY INTRODUCED AS 
NEW FOOTBALL COACH 


AS I WRITE THIS COLUMN ON 
THE MORNING OF SUNDAY, DEC. 
14, IT’S HARD TO BELIEVE HOW 
MUCH HAS HAPPENED IN HUSK- 
ER NATION SINCE THE REGU- 
LAR FOOTBALL SEASON CON- 
CLUDED JUST OVER TWO WEEKS 
AGO WITH AN IMPROBABLE 37-34 
OVERTME VICTORY AT IOWA CITY. 

Last night, I stayed up late, like many 
Nebraska fans, to conclude a triple header of 
Husker action that saw the women’s basket- 
ball, men’s basketball and volleyball teams 
all compete in big games. 

Unfortunately, coach John Cook’s volley- 
ball squad was not able to recapture the same 
magic it had on Friday night when the Husk- 
ers upset No. 3 Washington in four sets on 
the Huskies’ home court to end its 34-match 
home winning streak. The Cinderella Cou- 
gars ended NU’s season in the Elite Eight, 
ending what had been a strong run by the 
Huskers, who had struggled through one of 
the toughest schedules in school history and 
lost more matches than any team in the last 
30 years. 

Still, the young Huskers (23-10) with only 
one senior were within one match for the 
third-sraight season of NU’s 12th appearance 
in the Final Four. Hopefully, the Elite Eight 
losses to Oregon in 2012, Texas in 2013 and 
BYU this season will provided the motiva- 
tion the Husker ladies need to take the next 
step this offseason to retum and be successful 
in their fourth try at making the Final Four. 

On the basketball front, the Nebraska 
men pulled out a gritty, ugly 56-55 dou- 
ble overtime victory after going through a 
tough week that included just its second and 
third-ever losses at the Pinnacle Bank Arena 
against rivals Creighton and then lowly Incar- 
nate Word. NU fans, which played a factor 
in the victory, are hoping this type of gutch- 
eck is just what the Huskers needed as they 
head into the tough Big Ten schedule that 
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includes a New Year’s eve contest against In- 
diana to get conference play started. 

“The only way to get any confidence is 
to earn confidence, and I think the only way 
to do that is come out on top and win,’ NU 
men’s basketball coach Tim Miles said after- 
wards. “I’m just so thankful for these guys 
and the effort they put in tonight.” 

For the Nebraska women, Coach Connie 
Yori’s squad is off to a 9-1 start that includes a 
victory over then-No. 8 Duke and Saturday’s 
54-45 win over Cal State Bakersfield, which 
was Yori’s 250th win at NU. The Huskers 
have won 11 home games in a row dating 
back to last season and the only loss this year 
is on the road at Alabama. 

With last year’s leader Jordan Hoooper 
now playing in the WNBA, seniors Hailie 
Sample and Emily Cady have played big 
leadership roles in the team’s fast start. 

“Hailie Sample and Emily Cady are two 
of the toughest players I have ever coached,” 
Yori said after the Bakersfield game. “They 
just kept making play after play for us, even 
when shots weren’t falling. They are not only 
physically tough, but their mental toughness 
sets them apart. They are the reasons we 
found a way to win today.” 

Did you think that I forgot about football? 

It has been an especially crazy few weeks 
with the football program as athetic director 
Shawn Eichorst made the decision to dismiss 
highly-successful head football coach Bo 
Pelini two days after the Iowa game on Nov. 
30 following his seventh-straight season with 
at least nine victories. 

Two days after Pelini’s dismissal, he had 
one last meeting with this year’s team ina se- 
cret get together at Lincoln North Star High 
School. Most players have a lot of respect for 
their coach and it was good that they were 
given this chance to say good bye. 

Like Peini or not, when people look back 
on his time at Nebraska, the program is in a 
lot better shape at the time of his leaving than 


® 


when he first started and Husker fans should 
be forever grateful for that. 

Four days after a press conference ex- 
plaining Pelini’s firing, Eichorst made the an- 
nouncement that he had hired Oregon State 
head coach Mike Riley and that he would 
formally be introduced at a press conference 
on Dec. 5 at Memorial Stadium. 

A large crowd of media and athletic de- 
partment officials and a few players were on 
hand to meet and hear from the 61-year-old 
coach, who began coaching at California in 
1975 as a graduate assistant following a suc- 
cesful college career at the University of Ala- 
bama, where he played for coach Paul “Bear” 
Bryant. 

Many Nebraska fans initially were sur- 
prised by the hire as Riley has an overall 
college coaching record of 93-80 and NFL 
record of 14-34. In the two weeks since his 
hire, Husker fans seem willing to give him a 
chance as they have learned about some of 
the struggles and handicaps he had in trying 
to recruit top talent to Corvalis, Oregon. 

He certainly hasn’ t wasted any time in 
moving to Lincoln and hitting the recruiting 
trail hard. 

There are still some assistant coaching 
announcements (an offensive coordinator) 
that need to be made that really could get the 
Husker fan base 100 percent excited about 
the change. 

The Holiday Bowl on Dec. 27 is fast ap- 
proaching and interim head coach Barmey 
Cotton’s squad is currently in preparations for 
a tough USC team. 

It will be interesting to see if Riley, who 
was an offensive coordinator and quarter- 
backs coach for the Trojans from 1993-96, 
offers any help to this staffas he is also quite 
familiar with the Trojans from his 13 years at 
Oregon State. How the currently players re- 
spond will also be interesting — willl they be 
able to send their current position coaches out 
with a 10-win season or will all the distrac- 
tions and change be too much to overcome. 

On a different note, during this wild and 
crazy time, former Nebraska Sports Informa- 
tion director Don “Fox” Bryant died at the 
age of 85 years old on Dec. 5. 

Before there were magazines like Husk- 
ers Illustrated, Bryant was a trailblazer in the 
arena of sports information and promoting 
the Huskers all over the state and country. 
Many sports writing legends and key sports 
figures shared stories and remembrances of 
Bryant’s long-standing career with the Lin- 
coln Star newspaper and Nebraska Athletic 
Department during the week after his death. 
As many of you know, the Nebraska Press- 
box is named in Bryant’s honor. RIP Fox. 
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Mike Riley addresses the 
media during his press 
conference on Dec. 5/at 
Memorial Stadium: 
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Veteran coach says opportunity too good to pass up 


STORY BY LANNY HOLSTEIN | PHOTOS BY MITCH OTTO & JOE MIXAN 


t didn’t take long for Nebras- 
ka Athletic Director Shawn 
Eichorst to get his guy. The 
second-year AD turned around 


five days after announcing the 
firing of Coach Bo Pelini and held another : 


press conference to introduce former Ore- 


gon State Coach Mike Riley as the Husker | 
_ football coach with his wife Dee in the audi- 
The hire came as a surprise to most, | 


head man. 


as Riley’s name didn’t come up much, if 


at all, in the rumors and speculation that | 


swirled between the two announcements. 


cause it was a pretty quiet and fast search,” 


Eichorst said. “I’ve been doing this for a | 
while, and I think one of the things I’ve | 
said over the time I’ve been here and — 
hopefully I’ve done it over the past couple | 
' 1975. He’s had stints in the NFL, as coach of | 
_ the San Diego Chargers, the CFL, as coach of 
the Winnipeg Blue Bombers, and in college | 
: football, at USC as an assistant and at Oregon 

“Mike’s been on my radar for probably — 
10 years,” Eichorst said. “When we hada | 


years, is to look, listen and learn.” 

Eichorst said he found Riley a long time 
ago and wanted to bring him in almost as 
soon as he decided to fire Pelini. 


coaching search at South Carolina, Mike 


came on the radar mainly because he was - 
a great football coach. He’s an elite coach, _ 
a teacher. He has unique skills and abilities - 


relative to that fact that he’s coordinated 


Find more daily news at Huskerslllustrated.com 
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_ both sides of the ball, and you heard what he 
: thinks about special teams. That’s an impor- 
: tant part of the deal.” 


Riley mentioned in his introductory press 
conference that he plans to hire an offensive, 
defensive and a special teams coordinator, the 
last of which did not exist under Pelini. 

Riley made his first appearance as Husker 


ence, mentioning that the two of them felt this 
job was too good to turn down. 
“We are excited to be in Lincoln and be a 


: part of the university and to be a part of what | 
“Hopefully it was a surprise hire be- | 


is known as the greatest fan base in college 


very excited about that.” 


Riley’s background in coaching goes back | 
- with the AD and Chancellor Harvey Perlman 


nearly 40 years when he started as a graduate 
assistant with the California Golden Bears in 


State in two separate stints as head coach. 

His experience is wide ranging and exten- 
sive, but Riley is 61 years old, so some have 
questioned how much time is left on his clock. 


“retirement” word,” Riley said. “(Taking this 
job) didn’t really enter into anything more 
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_ than opportunity and maybe the right place at 
_ the right time. That’s probably it.” 


In 14 seasons at Oregon State, Riley was a 


- combined 93-80, and he replaces a coach who 


went 67-27 in seven seasons at Nebraska. The 


_ discrepancy in winning percentage between 
the two coaches is no big deal to Eichorst. 


“T have zero concern about that,” he said. 


_ “T think I talked about that a few days ago. It’s 
- not always about the outcomes. It’s about the 
- circumstances, the people. I’m looking for- 


ward. We have an elite football coach with 
incredible history and tradition behind him, 


_ incredible resources, a passionate fan base.” 
football,” Riley said. “Pretty special stuff. ?m | 


Those resources will be put to good use 
in the coming days and weeks, according to 
Eichorst. Riley mentioned in his interviews 


that having ample money to give assistants 
was a requirement if he was to take the job. 
He’ll get it, according to Eichorst. 

“Mike and I will have a fruitful talk about 
that later today, but we will supply the resourc- 


es for him to put a top notch staff together,” 
- he said. 


After his hire, there was one week left for 


_ coaches to make recruiting visits before a dead 
“Dee and I have never talked about that | 
_ assistants he has named got on that and made 


period hits prior to bowl season. Riley and the 


many contacts in a short period.. 
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Bay Area meeting leads to hiring 
Eichorst, Perlman move fast to secure Riley 


STORY BY MICHAEL BRUNTZ | PHOTOS BY JOE MIXAN r ; 

Amid questions about his age and his coaching _ 4 \ 
record, former Oregon State head coach Mike Riley Tie 
said that the opportunity to become a head coach at 
Nebraska was the right offer at the right time. 

The 61-year-old head coach said he knew about 
Nebraska’s history and tradition prior to accepting 
the job — he was a freshman at Alabama when John- 
ny Rodgers ran wild on the Crimson Tide — and he 
said he keeps a copy of a book written by Tom Os- 
borne on his bookshelf. 

Riley said Nebraska felt like the right move, if 
he wasn’t going to finish his coaching career in Or- 
egon. 

“It’s a matter at this point on if you want to do 
something,” Riley said. “It’s getting to the point 
that at the stage of my career, it was an opportu- 
nity to try something one more time. You know, 
we’ve had a great experience and I have enjoyed 
every one that I think have all built to who we are 
as people, as a family and as a career. So if you’re 
going to do it one more time, this is obviously a 
great chance to do that. It’s a great place.” 

Nebraska athletic director Shawn Eichorst 
moved quickly to secure Riley. The Nebraska ath- 
letic director said Riley came on his radar almost 
10 years ago when the AD was at South Carolina, 
and he made first contact with Riley on Monday 
morning. 

Chancellor Harvey Perlman was already in the 
San Francisco Bay Area for an event, and Riley 
was in the area recruiting. 

The trio met on Tuesday in San Francisco, and a 
deal was finalized for Riley to become Nebraska’s 
new head coach on Wednesday night. He will be 
paid $2.7 million for five seasons, with annual rais- 
es of $100,000 built in to the contract. 

Riley was able to meet with his new players on 
Thursday night after arriving in Lincoln, and said 
he will assess personnel before deciding on offen- 
sive style, or X’s and O’s. First he has to hire a staff, 
then hit the road recruiting. 

“T understand this profession and know how it 
goes,” Riley said. “I grew up in it. My dad later 
became a professional coach. I have seen all the 
different parts. I know there are hard parts. I know 
it is hard for the players right now with the uncer- 
tainty of who this next guy is and what’s going to 
go on here. But I respect what Bo has done and the 
work they have put into the University of Nebraska 
football program. Like I said, just in general, the 
great football history is pretty special. You can’t 
buy tradition, you can’t buy history like this. So for 
me it is unique and special.” 
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BY MICHAEL SCHAEFER 
RECRUITING EDITOR 
HUSKERSILLUSTRATED.COM 


Riley is tasked with hitting the 
ground running in recruiting. 
The Huskers have 12 commit- 
ments leftover from the previ- 
ous staff with the majority 


hire and are looking forward 
to hearing from the new staff 
before solidly coming back on 
board. 

Based on comments that 
Riley made on Friday it seems 
like his initial movement 
will be to help lock down the 
likes of early enrollees Avery 
Anderson, Eric Lee and Aaron 
Williams. All three received 
visits from Nebraska assistant 
Charlton Warren - who may 
not be retained by Riley - over 
the past week. 

Locking down help in the 
defensive back area is a big 
deal for Riley. The Huskers 


lose a few off this year’s roster 
the Huskers but neither have 

: talked much about their 
situation. Dillman did issue 

' a Statement saying that he’s 

- a 100 percent committed to 

_ Nebraska — where he’d likely 
~ switch from quarterback to 
tight end. 


and will face some other attri- 
tion in the secondary as well. 

The other emphasis in the 
Nebraska class will be hold- 
ing onto the Davis twins and 
the rest of the defensive line. 
It’s hard to imagine the staff 
turning away either Carlos or 
Khalil Davis, but Missouri is 
going to come strong and have 
been successful the last two 
seasons in the SEC. There’s a 
draw there. 

Reuben Jones already said 
he’d like to stay with Nebras- 
ka but he’s not sure if the new 
staff will want him. 

He committed because of 
coach Rick Kaczenski but 
there’s a very, very small 
chance he stays on as a 


® 


be interesting how Jones is 

» viewed. He’s not the biggest 

_ physically, but the athleticism 
_ is there and he’s got a nice 
frame. 

saying they’re intrigued by the 
Daishon Neal and Michael 
Decker are likely going to stay 
with Nebraska commitments. 
Christian Gaylord’s dad, Scott, 
' said the family is waiting to 

' see what the new staff has 

' to say — but teams are start- 
ing to swoop in to get him to 

_ change his commitment. Wide 
receiver Stanley Morgan said 
on Thursday he was intrigued 
by the decision to hire Riley 

: and he’s well versed on the 

: receivers Oregon State helped 
' put in the NFL. 


Both in-state players 


Two of the more interesting 


cases will be Nekyle Lundie 
and Kevin Dillman. 


Both are committed to 


Mirko Jurkovic decommit- 


ted on Sunday and Kendall 
Bussey also opened things up. 
: The popular three-star running 
- back’s dad is telling 247Sports 
_ that there’s a new leader and 

_ that a decision could come 
before the dead period. 


Might be wise for the new 


staff to just move on as it 
seems like the Busseys have 
had one foot out the door 

' since late October. 
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Easily the biggest question 


' for the 2015 recruiting class 
for Riley is what he’1l do at 

_ quarterback. There’s not a 
lot of time to go out and find 
someone — unless a few decide | 
_ to open up commitments to 
' see what else is out there. 


Oregon State has a quar- 


_ terback commit in two-star 

- James Pensyl but he’s told 
reporters that he’s going to 
stay with his commitment to 
the Beavers despite Riley’s 

_ departure. 


One name that Nebraska 


"fans were already clamor- 
ing for — dual-threat Sheriron 
_ Jones — is in play but it’s hard 
to know how interested he’ll 
be without former offensive 
coordinator Tim Beck in 

- Lincoln. Additionally, no one 
_ has been named offensive 
coordinator by Riley, so it’s 
still unclear what style he’d 
have for the Huskers. Oregon 
State wasn’t an offer Jones 

' was claiming. 


Another name is prolific 


_ passer Joe Burrow. The Ohio 
State commitment was the 
quarterback darling for Ne- 
braska fans because of family 
» connections to the Cornhusk- 
- ers. However, an offer never 

_ materialized under Bo Pelini 
and Burrow jumped on one 

_ from Ohio State. Would he 
be willing to take a look at 
Nebraska again under a dif- 

- ferent coach? Would Riley be 
_ interested? 


One name to expect the 


Huskers to recruit is KJ Cos- 
' tello. The 2016 four-star is a 


® 


same school as Johnny Stan- 
' ton. Expect Nebraska to be in 
_ touch quickly. 


Need at Linebacker 
Perhaps even on par with 


: quarterback, presumed new 
linebacker coach Trent Bray, 

: came to a class with zero 

_ linebacker commitments in 

it. It’s no surprise than that 
the first move was to go out 
and get one with the commit- 
_ ment from Edna Karr’s Tyrin 
Ferguson. The new group will 
need to quickly decide its plan 
: regarding Jaevon Walton — a 

_ player they likely have some 
familiarity with because the 
staff has recruited Edna Karr 
before. 


The Huskers had a few 


targets that were potentially 
closing in on decisions. Andre 
. Smith and Dedrick Young 

_ both appeared to be very in- 
terested in Nebraska. Saleem 

: Brightwell wanted to take a 

' visit, as did Syracuse com- 

_ mitment Troy Henderson Jr. 
But it’s hard to know if any of 
these four will still be on the 
radar. 


There’s not much crossover 


among the linebackers that 
Oregon State offered but a 

: couple names definitely jump 

- out. Angelo Garbutt, a high 
three-star linebacker from 
Texas, committed to Oregon 
State in August. The Beavers 

: also had an offer out to Cas- 
sius Peat — the brother of Todd 
- Peat Jr. and Andrus Peat. N 
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In trying to figure out 
what Riley will bring to 


NU, it’s best to look at OSU 


BY MICHAEL BRUNTZ 


NOW THAT NEBRASKA HAS ITS head coach, the ques- 
tion is what Mike Riley will do on the field and on the recruiting 
trail in Lincoln. 

Obviously there are different circumstances and personnel 
from one job to another, but Riley’s teams have several hallmarks 
on the field, and he’s embraced certain things off the field that will 
likely end up in Lincoln. 

Here are five things you need to know about Mike Riley’s Or- 
egon State teams and what he will bring to Lincoln. 

1. Pro Style attack? 

Riley will likely be bringing his pro-style attack to Lincoln. 
That will be a departure from from the spread, zone-read game 
that Nebraska ran under Tim Beck, but there’s plenty to be ex- 
cited about as a Husker fan. 

Quarterbacks will be under center more than they were un- 
der Pelini and Beck (a rarity) and you'll see some fullback, a 
wide array of tight ends and a variety of looks. Oregon State 
obviously didn’t have the personnel to run much zone read with 
quarterback Sean Mannion, who threw for 37 touchdowns last 
season, and owned almost every Oregon State passing record by 
the time his career ended in 2014. 

Riley has developed quarterbacks — he served as QB coach 
at USC from 1993-96, and a new voice might help Nebraska’s 
stable of young quarterbacks. Riley also is adaptable enough to 
fit his scheme to Nebraska’s personnel, and will likely do so in 
year one. 

2. Tight Ends 

One of the biggest criticisms of former offensive coordinator 
Tim Beck was his non-use of Nebraska’s tight ends — at least 
later in his tenure as offensive coordinator. 

That’s never been a problem for Riley, who had his tight ends 
combine to catch 54 passes last year. Oregon State runs tight end 
screens and uses its tight end off play action. 

Oregon State had three tight end commits in its 2015 class — 
highlighting the importance of the position to Riley’s offense. 
That’s good news for guys like Cethan Carter and Freedom Ak- 
inmoladun, both of whom are emerging young tight ends. 

3. Paging DPE 

The play at times has been a staple of Riley’s offenses. 


Riley is joining 
the Nebraska 
athletic 
department as it 
has ramped up 
and become a na- 
tional trailblazer 
for social media 
and fan interac- 
tion. Will Riley be 
mistaken for Tim 
Miles on Twitter? 
Maybe not. But 
he has shown he 
can effectively 
leverage social 
media into an 
advantage for his 
program. 


Wide receiver Brandin Cooks, one of the most elite players during Riley’s time at Or- 


egon State, carried the ball 61 times during his college career. 


Nebraska already has the players in place to run it effectively, with DeMormay Pierson- 
El and Terrell Newby being among the most likely suspects to benefit from that change. 
Jamal Turner might also be thankful he has a fifth year of eligibility. 


4. Valuing the Ball 


Find more daily news at Huskerslllustrated.com 
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While his Oregon State teams were 
never prolific at creating turnovers, Riley’s 
team was usually on the plus side of the 
turnover battle — something that Nebraska 
couldn’t say for itself over the last few years. 

According to turnover data by CFBstats. 
com, Oregon State was +11 as a team in 
turnover margin since the 2010 season. Ne- 
braska was -27 as a team during that period. 

Turnovers have been a back breaker for 
Nebraska in recent years, and frankly, Ne- 
braska won some games that turnover mar- 
gin would dictate they should not have. If 
Riley can cut the turnovers in year one, that 
would likely translate well to the win-loss 
column. 

5. Social Media 

Before Riley went into his first in-home 
visit on the recruiting trail as Husker head 
coach, he took a second to send a Tweet: 
“First in home visit tonight in Denver, this is 
a big one for #Husker Football!” 

Riley was meeting for the first time with 
Eric Lee, and the Tweet reverberated across 
Nebraska fans on social media. During his 
time at Oregon State, Riley and his staff 
showed a good awareness and use of social 
media. He was active in broadcasting where 


his assistants would be out pounding the 


pavement looking for players, and also in 
recruiting. 

Oregon State’s recruiting staff often held 
#FullrideFriday, where recruits could tweet 
their highlight film at Oregon State’s recruit- 
ing staff for review. While recruiting is all 
about beating the bushes, sometimes you 
can easily bring the information to you as 
well. Riley is joining the Nebraska athletic 
department as it has ramped up and become 
a national trailblazer for social media and 
fan interaction. Will Riley be mistaken for 
Tim Miles on Twitter? Maybe not. But he 
has shown he can effectively leverage social 
media into an advantage for his program. 

Read daily Husker reports from 
Michael Bruntz at 
HAluskersIllustrated.com 
Follow him on Twitter 
@michaelbruntz 
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Scouting Report 


USC Trojans 


Trojans come into Holiday Bowl on a roll after 
beating Notre Dame 49-14, ‘.0uc crirritus 


Nebraska will certainly have its hands full 
in its bowl game playing Southern Califor- 
nia, especially if the Trojans play like they | 


did against Notre Dame. 


The Trojans finished the regular season 
with an 8-4 record, including 6-3 in the Pac- 


12 (second-place tie in the South Division). 


this season have come by six points or less. 


This is a Trojan team loaded with offen- 
sive weapons and talent up and down its ros- 


ter. 


ward to facing Nebraska. 


“We get to play close to home and our 


\ 
oY 


It’s also a USC team that’s looking for- 


fans will show up in force,” Sarkisian said. 
“They’ll get to see a pair of teams with sto- 
ried football heritages. 

“We are hungry and determined to finish 
our season off well. We hope to use the mo- 
mentum we have coming off our win over 


_ Notre Dame. But we’ll face a real challenge 
Coach Steve Sarkisian’s team is even bet- 
ter than its record. Three of USC’s four losses 


against a very good Nebraska team.” 


A YEAR OR TWO AWAY 
Due to NCAAscholarship sanctions, USC 
is ahead of schedule in its reloading process. 
The Trojans have had to rely on a number 
of true freshmen because of depth issues. 
A total of 11 freshmen have played sig- 
nificantly, including eight who have com- 


=. 
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THE VITALS 
WHAT: Nebraska vs. #24 USC 
WHEN/WHERE: 8 p.m., Saturday Dec. 
27 in San Diego at Qualcomm Stadium 
TV: ESPN. 
RADIO: The Husker Sports Network 
broadcasts the action to 27 statewide ra- 
dio markets. KFAB (1110 AM) serves 
as the Omaha affiliate and KLIN (1400 
AM) serves as the Lincoln affiliate, while 
KRVN (880 AM) is a third affiliate that 
reaches around the state. Join Greg Sharpe 
(play-by-play), Matt Davison (color and co- 
hosts Husker Game Day Pregame Show), 
Lane Grindle (sideline/post-game, co-hosts 
Husker Game Day), Steve Taylor (co-hosts 
Husker Game Day Show and Big Red Re- 
action Show) and Matt Coatney (hosts Big 
Red Reaction Show and helps anchor post- 
game studio coverage) for all the action. The 
game can also be heard live on Huskers.com 
and SIRIUS Satellite Radio. 
COACHES: Nebraska: Barney Cotton 
(interim head coach, 0-0 first season). 
USC: Steve Sarkisian (42-33 overall, 30- 
24 in the Pac-12, six seasons). 


SERIES: USC leads 3-0-1. 
EEE Ee = Sass 


USG 

FAST FACTS 
Location: Los Angeles, Calif. 
Enrollment: 39,000 
Lettermen Returning/Lost: 47/24 
Starters Returning/Lost: 18/6 (includ- 
ing specialists) 
Offensive Formation: Multiple 
Defensive Formation: 3-4 Multiple 
All-Time Football Record: 804-327-54 
Post-Season Record: 32-16 
Claimed National Titles: 11 
Conference Championships: 36 
Heisman Trophy Winners: 7 
Consensus All-Americans: 80 
ee | 


DID YOU KNOW? 


USC is among the nation’s premier bowl 
teams, sporting a 32-16 all-time record in the 
postseason. The Trojans have the nation’s 
fourth highest bowl winning percentage 
(.667) among the 83 schools that have made 


at least 10 bowl appearances. 
SSE SSS SSS 
2014 SCHEDULE 
Date Opponent Result 
Aug. 30 Fresno State W, 52-13 
Sept. 6 @ Stanford W, 13-10 
Sept. 13. @ Boston College L, 31-37 
Sept.27 Oregon State W, 35-10 
Oct. 4 Arizona State L, 34-38 
Oct. 11 @ Arizona W, 28-26 
Oct. 18 Colorado W, 56-28 
Oct.25  @Utah L, 21-24 
Nov. | @ Washington State —_W, 44-17 
ra Nov. 13 California W, 38-30 
= Nov. 22. @UCLA L, 20-38 
- ra Nov. 29 Notre Dame W, 49-14 
€ ‘ ~~ | Dec. 27 Nebraska* 


USC quarterback Cody Kessler surveys the field during a game earlier this season. 


* National University Holiday Bowl (San 
Diego, Calif.) 
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Scouting Report 


bined for 52 starts, and several are Freshman : 


All-American candidates. 


guard Viane Talamaivao. 


No more than 57 recruited scholarship Tro- ) 
jans have suited up for any game this season : 
because of NCAA-mandated scholarship limi- 


tations. 


KESSLER AWESOME VERSUS IRISH 


Trojan quarterback Cody Kessler was in the : 


zone against Notre Dame. 


He threw six touchdown passes in three 
quarters and finished with 372 yards passing, 
connecting on 32-of-40 aerials. Kessler became : 
the first quarterback to throw five touchdown : 
passes in a half against Notre Dame. During 


one stretch, he completed 16-straight passes. 


“You can’t ignore what this guy is doing.” 


AGHOLOR IS USC’S PLAYMAKER 


USC receiver Nelson Agholor, a first-team — 
All-Pac-12 honoree, is as dangerous as they 


come. 


downs. 


Agholor also has set a school-record with 


four career scoring punt returns. 


SARKISIAN REBUILDS TROJANS 


Perhaps no team in college football has the 


kind of upside USC has going forward. 


markable that the Trojans won eight games. 


One look at their roster and their playmak- 
ers and it’s obvious this team is going to be a | 
force to be reckoned with on the national stage, 


sooner rather than later. 


“Our future is ridiculously bright,’ Sarkisian 


said. “We’re going to be really good.” 


LAST TIME OUT 
USC 49, Notre Dame 14 
Nov. 29, 2014 at Los Angeles 


Find more daily news at Huskerslllustrated.com 
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He’s on the verge of 100 catches this season, 
while ranking in the top 11 nationally in re-_ 
ceptions, receiving yards and receiving touch-_ 


The Trojans left little doubt who the su- 


: perior team was when they clashed with their 

Pac-12 Defensive Freshman of the Year cor- - 
nerback/receuver/return man Adoree Jackson — 
has played three ways in seven games this year — 
and is among the nation’s top kickoff returners. 

Receiver JuJu Smith has 51 catches this — 
season and the offensive line features a pair of | 
rookies starters in tackle Toa Lobendahn and — 


rival Notre Dame. 

USC jumped out to a 21-0 fourth-quarter 
lead, led 35-7 at the break and cruised to vic- 
tory. 

The Trojans piled up 577 yards of offense 
against Notre Dame’s injury-riddled defense. 
The Irish offense did little to nothing. In 
fact, quarterback Everett Golson was replaced 

by Malik Zaire. 

It was the second-most points USC had 
ever scored against Notre Dame and tied for 
the second-largest margin of victory by the 
Trojans over the Irish. 


REMEMBER WHEN? 
No. 1 USC 49, No. 14 Nebraska 31 
Sept. 15, 2007 at Lincoln 


The Trojans dominated the Huskers, piling © 
up 313 yards on the ground, in a game that was 
much more one-sided the final score indicated. 

USC averaged more than eight yards per | 
_ tush as tailback Stafon Johnson led the way — 

“At some point, people are going to recog- | 
nize him,” said Sarkisian of his quarterback. | 


with 144 yards. 


It was USC’s 61st win in 67 games, the best 
- run in college football since Tom Osborne led | 
: the Huskers to three national crowns in the | 


1990s. 


It was Nebraska’s first game against a top- . 


ranked team since 1978. 


The Huskers fell to 1-10 all-time against No. 
1s and 0-6 under fourth-year coach Bill Calla- | 


han against teams ranked in the Top 10. 


USC’s 49 points were the third-most scored 
: by an opponent in Lincoln. 
The Trojans led 21-10 at halftime and 42-10 | 


at the end of three quarters. 


Nebraska quarterback Sam Keller threw for 
389 yards, completing 36-of-54 passes, with 
two fourth-quarter touchdowns and a pair of 
_ interceptions. 

Considering USC had to deal with scholar- - 
ship reductions this season, it’s somewhat re- 


DID YOU KNOW? 


¢ USC has lost just twice in its last 10 bowl : 


appearances. 


¢ Though known for his quarterback, USC 7 
head coach Steve Sarkisian has produced a 
1,000-yard rusher every year he has been at — 


Washington and USC. 


¢ The Trojans’ 32 bowl victories are second 


only to Alabama’s 34. 


¢ Inside linebacker Hayes Pullard could be- 
come the first Trojan in 35 years to lead USC in | 


tackles for three seasons. 


Sarkisian 
Resume: After 
playing his col- 
lege football as 
a quarterback 
with BYU, the 


40-year-old Steve Sarkisian coached the 


Washington Huskies for five seasons before 


: being named USC's head coach Dec. 2, 2013. 
' He was a Trojan assistant coach from 2001- 
© 03 and 2005-08. Sarkisian also held assistant 
coaching positions at El Camino Junior Col- 
© lege and the Oakland Raiders. 


KNOW YOUR FOE 

Cody Kessler, QB, 6-1, 210, Jr. 

A finalist for the Unitas 
Golden Arm Award and 
Manning Award, Kessler 
is among the nation’s lead- 
ers in passing efficiency, 


completion percentage, 
TD passes, completions and passing yards 
while hitting over 70% of his throws with 36 
touchdowns and just four interceptions. Kes- 
sler has thrown for 3,505 yards this season. 


Javorius Allen, TB, 6-1, 220, Jr. 

Is an All-Pac-12 first-team 
selection who has eighth 
100-yard rushing outings 
this year. Allen leads the 
conference in all-purpose 
yards and is the only play- 


er in the nation with 12 games of 100-plus 
yards from scrimmage. He has rushed for 
1,382 yards and nine touchdowns in 2014. 


Leonard Williams, DE, 6-5, 300, Jr. 

Headlines a young Tro- 
jan defense. Williams is a 
Hendricks Award finalist 
and an All-American. He 
is second on the team with 
71 tackles, including 8 5 for 
loss, with six sacks, an interception, three 


fumbles forced and a fumble recovery. 


2013 RESULTS 

(10-4 overall, 6-3 in Pac 12) 
Date Opponent Result 
Aug. 29 @ Hawaii W, 30-13 
Sept. 7 Washington State L, 7-10 
Sept. 14 Boston College W, 35-7 
Sept. 21 Utah State W, 17-14 
Sept. 28 @ Arizona State L, 41-62 
Oct. 10 Arizona W, 38-31 
Oct. 19 @ Notre Dame L, 10-14 
Oct. 26 Utah W, 19-3 
Nov. 1 @ Oregon State W, 31-14 
Nov. 9 @ California W, 62-28 
Nov. 16 Stanford W, 20-17 
Nov. 23 @ Colorado W, 47-29 
Nov. 30 UCLA L, 14-35 
Dec. 21 Fresno State* W, 45-20 


* Royal Purple Las Vegas Bowl 
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By Darren Ivy, Michael Bruntz and Lanny Holstein 


Nebraska cornerback Daniel Davie is going from one former college de- 
fensive back to another. Mike Riley played as a defensive back for Ala- 
bama’s Paul “Bear” Bryant from 1971-1974. He also coached defensive 
backs in the NFL, CFL and college - before mainly switching over to the 
offensive side of the ball. 

Davie said he’s excited to talk football with Riley and find out new ways 
to improve at his position. 

“That’s something that caught my attention and I am going to pick his 
brain, learn some new things, so when I get out there I can kind of incorpo- 
rate that into my game,” he said. 

Overall, Davie said he thought Riley handled himself well in his first go- 
round with the Nebraska media on December 5. 

“T told De’ Mornay (Pierson-El), ‘Man he’s got to be nervous as hell,’” 
Davie said. “I am just looking forward to playing with him and learning 
everything I can from him.” 

On Thursday night, Riley met with the team to introduce himself. Davie 
said the Husker players needed that to help the team move forward from 
what has been a tumultuous week following the firing of previous head 
coach Bo Pelini. 

“T think we definitely needed it just to get a chance to talk him and hear 
what he has to say when all the cameras weren’t around,” Davie said. “It was 
just us talking to him man-to-man. I think that was important for him to talk 
to us before he came to talk to you guys - to start building that trust.” 

Changing coaches isn’t anything new for Davie. He was recruited by a 
different coach than the one that ultimately coached him as a freshman, than 
Corey Raymond left for LSU after his first season and he spent the next 
two under the tutelage of Terry Joseph, before Nebraska recently brought 
in Charlton Warren. It’s still unknown if Warren will be retained by Riley. 

However, a position coach is one thing, so Davie plans to approach this 
entirely different. The defensive back said he’s learned that it’s never any- 
thing personal when a coach leaves or is let go. 

“T just think it’s important to know that this is a business,” he said. “If I 
plan on playing this game for a long time than I’m going to have different 
coaches every time. Going forward I think I can learn different things from 
all of them and build trust with all of them. Then I just realize that it’s a 
business.” 

Davie’s had a strong season opposite other starting cornerback Joshua 
Mitchell. He’s at 36 total tackles, five break ups and two interceptions on 
the year. 


BACK TO WORK 

Nebraska held it’s first practice of bowl preparation on Dec. 10, the first 
chance for the players and coaches to get back on the field after their coach, 
Bo Pelini had been fired. 

“I’m not so sure the coaches didn’t need today as much as the players,” 
Nebraska interim coach Barney Cotton said. “It was great for us to get out 
here and be with our players today. This was really good for us, and I think 
our players have been showing their resiliency for the past week.” 

Nebraska hired Mike Riley as the next coach less than a week after firing 
Pelini, and the coach had his work cut out trying to reunite the team. Many 
players took to Twitter to express their dismay with their former coach’s fir- 
ing, but Riley seemed to calm many down with a team meeting the day he 
was hired. 

Riley’s since been working on his staff. He brought on four of his former 
Oregon State staff members on Dec. 11. Linebackers coach Trent Bray, of- 
fensive line coach Mike Cavanaugh, special teams coordinator Bruce Read 
and defensive coordinator Mark Banker were officially introduced via press 
release, although none of them yet have official titles. 


Find more daily news at Huskerslllustrated.com 


WINNINGEST 


ALL-TIME 
FBS PROGRAMS 


NU/sjRandy Gregory tackles 
Michigan, QB)Devin Gardner, 


MICHIGAN 
915-328-36 


NOTRE DAME 
881-310-42 


TEXAS 
880-345-33 


NEBRASKA 
874-360-40 


OHIO STATE 
861-319-53 


The 2014 Holiday Bowl will mark the fifth time that 
Nebraska and Southern California have met all- 
time. The Huskers (874-360-40) rank fourth all-time 
among FBS football programs for all-time victories 
while Southern Cal is ninth all-time with an 804- 
327-54 record. In head-to-head competition, the 
Trojans have had Nebraska's number with a 3-0-1 
all-time record. 
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As for Nebraska’s current 
staff, they are still holding out 
hope that Riley might keep a 
couple of them around. 

“He said that he would talk 
with us,” Cotton said. “I imag- 
ine he meant when he would 
get off the road recruiting. We 
haven’t spent much time col- 
lectively. I got some time that 
one night, and we’ve seen him 
in the hallway, but he went out 
recruiting after that. I hope he 
gives someone an opportu- 
nity to remain on staff, but I 
haven’t spent much time talk- 
ing about it.” 


COTTON LEADING 
NEBRASKA 

Interim coach Barney Cot- 
ton is keeping things simple 
for his guys before they take 
on USC. 

He’s whittled his message 
and philosophy down to a few 
key points. 

“I’m basically telling them 
four things: honor God with 
your effort, honor your team- 
mates with your effort, honor 
Coach Bo with your loyalty 
and your love and support 
along with your effort, and 
let’s reveal our character one 
last time together in the Holi- 
day Bowl,” he said. 

Cotton was the head coach 
at Hastings College for a 
couple years in 1995 and 
1996 before he moved on to 
offensive line duties at New 
Mexico State and eventually 
Nebraska and Iowa State. He 
said he isn’t drawing too much 
on past leadership experience 
though. 

“What I’m really drawing 
more on is my faith and asking 
for strength and confidence 
and courage to be the best guy 
I can for the assistants and to 
love and honor the players 
with my effort,” he said. “I re- 
ally have a very simple job.” 

Cotton’s job is to get Ne- 
braska ready for USC, a sim- 
ple, but still formidable chal- 
lenge. The Trojans went 8-4 in 
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a stacked Pac-12 South, and 
Cotton said his initial impres- 
sion of the team is that they 
are pretty good. 

“It’s an awful lot like my 
early impressions of playing 
Georgia,” he said. “They have 
big, strong defensive linemen, 
great big, strong nose guard, 
linebackers that run around 
really flowing, protected by 
those linemen to make plays. 
They have an athletic and 
physical secondary. It’s a 
good match for us.” 

Cotton and offensive coor- 
dinator Tim Beck will handle 
the offensive game planning, 
while John Papuchis will be 
without defensive mastermind 
Pelini for his preparation. Cot- 
ton said he isn’t as worried 
about that. Scheme and other 
things are secondary concerns 
behind getting good effort out 
of the team. 

“Shawn (Eichorst) gave 
me the duty to keep the ship 
headed in the right direction,” 
Cotton said. “There is a new 
head coach to the program, 
and I’m doing the best job I 
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can to keep the ship pointed 
straight ahead. Those four 
things I talked about are all 
effort-based things. We want 
to show our love and support 
for each other and finish this 
thing out the right way.” 


ASSISTANTS IN LIMBO 

Riley’s first batch of assis- 
tant coach hires came from his 
former Oregon State staff, but 
it appears the coach will look 
outside the Beaver facilities 
for the rest of his aides. He has 
five spots to fill, and specula- 
tion that he might keep a cur- 
rent Huskers’ staff member or 
two arose this past week. 

Riley didn’t make any 
promises, but he said he 
would meet with each of the 
current coaches and give them 
a chance to plead their case. 
As of last week, he hadn’t yet 
done that because he was busy 
initially with recruiting. 

Riley did have time to sit 
down with interim coach Bar- 
ney Cotton to get a lay of the 
land before he went out on the 
road. 


“We basically had a 30-min- 
ute conversation about Nebras- 
ka football, about the state of 
Nebraska,” Cotton said. “We 
looked out the window and 
kind of surveyed some things 
in the dark and looked at some 
pictures on the wall. We basi- 
cally got acquainted, and hav- 
ing lived here as long as I did, 
that was really the basis of the 
conversation.” 

Cotton and his fellow staff- 
ers aren’t naive about their 
current situation. The interim 
coach said he made sure to 
include some off time in the 
coaching schedule over the 
coming weeks, so coaches can 
make calls about future em- 
ployment. 

“T hope and pray that every- 
body gets and opportunity to 
do what they want to do next 
year,” he said. “Obviously, 
coaches are spending part of 
their down time trying to find 
what their future holds. I hope 
that god blesses all the coach- 
es and their families a great 
opportunity when the time 
comes.” 
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RECAP ~ Compiled by Lanny Holstein 


Game 1 


Nebraska 55, FAU7 


Aug. 30, 2014 in Lincoln, Neb. 


Ameer Abdullah 
makes a cut) 


ica 
JOE MIXAN/HUSKERS ILLUSTRATED 


he Huskers came roaring 
out of the gates with 

an 86-yard touchdown 
drive to open the sea- 
son, capped by a 5-yard 
Tommy Armstrong touchdown run. They 
did give up a touchdown to Florida Atlantic 
on the ensuing possession to make the score 
7-7, but that would be the only score sur- 
rendered by the Husker defense. 

Ameer Abdullah was the catalyst on of- 
fense, racking up 232 yards and a touch- 
down against the Owls to put himself in the 
Heisman race early in the year. Nebraska 
ran him 21 times in less than three quarters 
of action. 

Backup Terrell Newby found himself in- 
volved more in the offense that at any point 
in his career previous, going for 107 yards 
on 16 carries. 

Jordan Westerkamp emerged as a force 
to be reckoned with as well. The sophomore 
target caught seven balls for 125 yards and 
a score as part of Nebraska’s best offensive 
day since 1991. In total the Husker accumu- 
lated 784 yards of offense, the fifth most in 
school history 

“T know what this offense has the poten- 
tial to do, but let’s not get ahead of ourselves 
now,” Nebraska coach Bo Pelini said. 

“Our captains said we didn’t come into this 
season to beat Florida Atlantic. So we won 
a game we should have won. I do like the 
fashion we won it.” 


® 


Game 2 
Nebraska 31, McNeese 24 


Sept. 6, 2014 in Lincoln, Neb. 


Taariq Allen 
hati tin a 


| exeieepnes 
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hank god for Ameer 
Abdullah. Those were 
the words of Nebraska 
coach Bo Pelini after 
the senior running back 


» saved he and the rest of the team’s bacon 
» with a 58-yard catch and run to beat the 
| upstart Cowboys. 


On a third-and-6 from their own 42 


- yard line tied 24-24 with McNeese State, 
» the Huskers needed a spark, and they got 
» it from Abdullah. 


Quarterback Tommy Armstrong found 


- him in the flat and the rest was on the 

» running back. He dipped inside, slipped a 
' group of would-be-tacklers and scamp- 

» ered toward the end zone. 


“You definitely get a little extra 


- energy,” Abdullah said. “I don’t know if 
_ it’s God pushing me a little bit more or 

» something chemically that humans are 

' made with that gives you a little more 

- oomph to make the big play.” 


The Huskers moved to 2-0 with the 


» win, but they were in a precarious posi- 

» tion because of an offense that stalled on 
' six of it’s seven previous drives before 

- the winning touchdown. 


The Cowboy defense put eight men 


» inside the box area and clogged the run- 

' ning lanes, forcing Nebraska to go to the 
- air. That would be a strategy copied by a 
» number of Nebraska’s opponents later in 


the season. 
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Game 3 
Nebraska 55, Fresno State 19 


Sept. 13, 2014 in Fresno, Calif. 


Freshman i 
Telos ar 


mise 


CES Teh ar 


a MEV ACHES 
Fresno)State. 


TONY KIEHN/HUSKERS ILLUSTRATED 


emember the name 

De’ Mornay Pierson-El. 
That’s what fans were 
telling each other across 
the state of Nebraska 


: after the freshman wunderkind ran a 

: punt back 86 yards for a touchdown 

: in the second quarter. After playing so 

: poorly on punt return in 2013, averaging 
: less than 4 yards per return, fans were 

: ecstatic to see they had a spark in the 

' return game. 


Tommy Armstrong was impressive as 


: well, mostly through the air, in the late 
night kickoff against the Bulldogs. The 

: sophomore signal caller threw for 260 

: yards and a trio of scores without turning 

: it over. He started the game with a 70-yard 
: touchdown to emerging wide receiver 

: Jordan Westerkamp on a seam route on the 
: game’s first possession. The play happened 
: so fast, viewers in Nebraska didn’t even 

: catch it live because the beginning of the 

: TV broadcast was superseded by coverage 
: of a previous game. 


Ameer Abdullah put together his 


: second 100-yard game of the season, 
: going for 110 yards on 19 carries and a 
: touchdown. 


He ripped off a 57-yard touchdown 


: run in the first quarter. Imani Cross also 
: tossed in 69 yards on just three carries, 
: and Armstrong scampered for another 65 


on nine carries. 
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Game 4 
Nebraska 41, Miami 31 


Sept. 20, 2014 in Lincoln Neb, 


Lem, Rimstiong 
Jratries Golricelk a 
tacklefagainst . 
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t felt like old times at Memorial 
Stadium. The scarlet and cream. 
The green and orange. Hey, there 
was even a couple fights that 


rivals duked it out for the first time since the 
2001 national championship game. 

The passion and even the hatred was 
palpable between the two teams and the two 
fan bases, and the action on the field did not 
disappoint. 

Miami struck first with a 2-yard Duke 
Johnson touchdown run less than five min- 
utes into the game, but it was the Huskers 
who cracked the defensive code first in a 
game that saw each team go over 400 yards 
of total offense. 

Miami’s Brad Kaaya was impressive, 
throwing for 359 yards and three touch- 
downs, but Ameer Abdullah was better for 
the Huskers. 

The senior running back found the end 
zone twice in running for 229 yards on 35 
carries. The smallish runner was fed like a 
workhorse on this night. 

Down 41-24, Miami could have thrown 
the towel in on its final drive of the night, 
but their was no love lost between these two 
schools, and the Hurricane’s punched in a 
meaningless score with 18 seconds remain- 
ing to cut the Husker lead to 10. Kaaya’s 
4-yard pass to wide receiver Braxton Berrios 
on fourth down spoiled what would have 
been a Nebraska goal line stand. 


Find more daily news at Huskerslllustrated.com 


| vol 35-1 Bowl Preview.indd 19 


broke out as these two old-school | 
: magnificent once again, scampering his 

» way to 208 yards in a little over of a half 
: of football. 


® 


Game 5 
Nebraska 45, Illinois 14 
Sept. 27, 2014 in Lincoln, Neb. 


— 

WINEVUETMSTAVIUELCS to 

| an,interception)against 
Illinois. 
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he ground game had 
it’s most explosive 


the [lini. Lead rusher 
Ameer Abdullah was 


He was part of a Nebraska ground at- 
tack that accounted for 458 yards on the 
night. 

Nebraska started quickly and never let 


' its foot off the gas. The Huskers ran for 
_ 190 yards alone in the first quarter. 


“Some teams are happy to do that in a 


» game,” Nebraska Coach Bo Pelini said. 


“Tt changes a game, it wears on people. 
There’s nothing more demoralizing than 


© when you can’t stop the run. I thought 
. that really set the tone.” 


It wasn’t just Ameer Abdullah who 


found his groove against the Illini. 
: Backup Imani Cross also went over 100 


yards on the day, running for 109 yards 
on 22 carries. 
Quarterback Tommy Armstrong tossed 


: in another 66 on 10 carries. 


“We knew coming into this week 


: that they wanted to run the ball. Outside 
zone, inside zone, they wanted to run the 
- ball,” Illinois linebacker T.J. Neal Jr. said. 


“They’re a running team. And they had an 


aggressive offensive line that made it hard 
' secure the win. 


to get to the running back.” 


® 


Game 6 
Mich State 27, Nebraska 22 


Oct. 4, 2014 in East Lansing, Mich. 


"Des Mornayjpiersen- El 


: MGMTGE Punt against™ 


night of the year against 
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ichigan State comer- 
back Trae Waynes 
intercepted Tommy 
Armstrong’s pass 
inside his own 20 to 


save the Spartans. Leading 27-3 heading into 


the fourth quarter, Michigan State withstood 

a furious Husker comeback attempt to escape 
with the win. The Huskers were a diving effort 
that went off the hands of receiver Alonzo 


Moore in the end zone away from pulling the 
miracle win out of their hats, but in the end, 
_ Waynes’ interception sealed the deal for MSU. 


“Football is a crazy, crazy game,” Spartans 
coach Mark Dantonio said after the game. 
“Maybe that’s why everybody loves it so 
much.” 

The comeback started when Nebraska 


was able to take advantage of a De’ Momay 
_ Pierson-El punt retum and a short field early 
- in the fourth quarter. Ameer Abdullah punched 


the ball in for a 2-yard score to cut the lead to 
27-9. Then, two drives later, Nebraska used a 
41-yard catch from Jordan Westerkamp to get 
inside Spartan territory once again. Abdullah 


- again put the ball in the end zone from in close 
- to cut the lead to 27-16. 


It appeared as if that might be it for the 
Huskers, but the defense forced a quick punt, 
and Pierson-E] took the return back 62-yards 
for a score, making it 27-22. The Husker 
defense held once again after a failed onside 
kick, but Waynes snagged his second pick to 
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Game 7 


Oct. 18, 2014 in Evanston, Illinois 


> Josh Kalu 
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t took them a half to get the 
kinks worked out, but the 
Huskers were about as domi- 
nant as they could possibly 
be in the second half against 
the Wildcats. More specifically, in the 
fourth quarter, Nebraska outscored 
Northwestern 17-0 to pull away with 
what appeared to be a statement win. 

“They made great adjustments at 
halftime,” Northwestern coach Pat 
Fitzgerald said. “They loaded the box, 
and we had to throw to win. We obvi- 
ously didn’t do that.” 

The previous three games between 
the two schools came down to a total 
of seven points between them, but 
Nebraska took the upper hand in this 
one. The passing game seemed to be 
the difference, as quarterback Tommy 
Armstrong went 18-of-29 for 221 yards 
on the night, and his numbers would 
have been even better had it not been 
for a few drive- stalling drops in the 
first half. 

“He played really well,” coach Bo 
Pelini said. “He led that group. I know 
the corner route to De’ Mornay, that 
was a big-time throw. And I thought 
the one he threw to Alonzo (Moore) on 
the next drive was a big-time throw. 
You know, Tommy’s growing. He’s 
getting better. He’s not the finished 
product yet. I don’t know a quarterback 
that is that has only played a year-and- 
a-half.” 

Defensively, tackle Kevin Williams 
was the star, coming off the bench to 
record 2.5 sacks in place of Vincent 
Valentine, who was injured in the first 
half and did not return. 


® 


Game 8 
Nebraska 38, Northwestem17 Nebraska 42, Rutgers 24 


Oct. 25, 2014 in Lincoln, Neb. 


JOE MIXAN/HUSKERS ILLUSTRATED 


meer Abdullah, al- 
ready a record holder 
on multiple accounts, 
etched his name into yet 
another section of the 
Nebraska media guide with 341 all-pur- 
pose yards against the Scarlet Knights. 

“We’ve just got to keep our heads 
down. All that stuff is good,” Abdullah 
said of the record. “But you can’t get 
caught up in that, though, right now be- 
cause that’s not what is important. What 
is important is tomorrow and making 
sure we handle this win the right way.” 

Receiver Kenny Bell got himself in 
the record books as well. The senior pass 
catcher hauled in pass No. 167, break- 
ing Nate Swift’s record. He made sure 
to keep the ball for longevity. When he 
caught the historic pass and was finally 
brought down, Bell tossed the ball to an 
aid on the sideline with specific instruc- 
tions hold onto the ball. 

“T’m really thankful for Coach (Tim) 
Beck and Bo. The mad scientist and the 
boss man really tried their best to get it 
(the ball) to me today, and I couldn’t be 
more appreciative,” Bell said “But, of 
course, Ameer Abdullah has to break a 
school record the same day I do. I was 
like, “This guy. He’s a stud.’” 

As for the outcome, Nebraska took 
care of Rutgers in short order, but coach 
Bo Pelini wasn’t satisfied. 

“Well, we got the win. I’m happy 
about that. That’s about all I’m happy 
about,” he said. “I thought we were 
sloppy, inconsistent and we didn’t play 
at the standard we needed to. I’ll take 
the win, but I have higher standards than 
what I watched out there today.” 


20 | HUSKERS ILLUSTRATED | JANUARY 2015 


| vol 35-1 Bowl Preview.indd 20 


® 


Game 9 
Nebraska 35, Purdue 14 


Nov. 1, 2014 in Lincoln, Neb. 


Jordan Westerkamp 


runsjafteymaking 


a catch against 
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late touchdown gave Ne- 
braska a blowout of Purdue, 
at least on paper, but the 
bigger story was the injury 
Husker running back Ameer 


Abdullah suffered early in the first quarter. 


Abdullah came out of the game after 


~ attempting to recover a Tommy Armstrong 

_ fumble ona bobbled snap. He came out of the 
scrum favoring his left knee. The Heisman 

_ candidate returned for another possession and 
~ acarty, but he wasn’t the same and the coaches 
_ shut him down with what Pelini referred to 
_ afterwards as a “mild MCL sprain.” 


Pelini was angry with his team following 


_ what seemed to be a blowout win fora second 
~ consecutive week. The snap issue was just part 
_ of what he called a disorganized effort from 
~ his team. 


“Tt sure doesn’t happen during the week,” 


Pelini said of the bad snaps. “That’s part of 
- being sloppy.” 


The offense took most of the blame. 


_ Coordinator Tim Beck’s unit struggled to 

_ put together a drive after Purdue decided to 

_ commit extra defenders to the run game in the 
_ second half. Beck said afterwards that he takes 
_ to blame for “overcoaching” his unit. 


“T think (the blame) was split right down 


_ the middle,” senior offensive guard Mike 

- Moudy said. “When we got up on the ball and 
- were moving really quickly, it was working for 
__ us... but when we were just sitting there, trying 
_ to find the perfect play to throw at them, that’s 
_ when they’d get set and get their defense lined 
_ up and make the calls that they needed to. I 

- wouldn’t say it was overcoaching. (Beck) pre- 
_ pared us the way he could prepare us. I would 
_ just say we spent too much time looking to 

_ throw the perfect play at them instead of just 

_ playing our style, which is just downhill.” 
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Game 10 
Wisconsin 59, Nebraska 24 


Nov. 15, 2014 in Madison, Wis. 


Kevin Betas makes 
tas ithe 
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our hundred and eight. 
That’s all anyone re- 
members from this one. 
Wisconsin running back 
: Melvin Gordon broke 

: LaDanian Tomlinson’s NCAA single- 

» game rushing record with just over three 
: quarters of work. 

The junior runner only needed 25 

: carries to do it, bouncing most of his 

: back breaking runs from the inside to the 


: sideline. 


“Yeah, I didn’t even know I was close 

© to the record,” Gordon said. “I was kind 

: of just running away.” 

Nebraska actually led the game 17-3 

: in the early second quarter after they took 


: fumbles and a short field courtesy of punt 
: returner De’ Mornay Pierson-El. Then 

: Gordon turned on the jets. The Heisman 

: candidate first ripped off a 42-yarder in 

: the first quarter to get the Badgers in field 
: goal range. He would go on to have five 

: carries of 39-yards or longer by the days 

: end, demoralizing Nebraska. 

“T think Melvin is the best player in the 
: country, I really do, and what he means to 
: the team is everything,” Wisconsin tight 

» end Sam Arneson said. “He’s a special 

: player.” 

The blowout loss put Nebraska in a 

: familiar position, trying to come back 

: from a humiliating defeat without serious 
: hopes of a conference championship. 
“There’s a lot to play for,” Beck said. 

' “There’s still senior day coming up 

: against Minnesota, a good football team, 

: you still got Iowa, the rival coming up 

» and achance to be 10-2. That’s nothing to 
* spit at.” 
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Game 11 


"Minnesota 28, Nebraska 24 


Nov. 22, 2013 in Lincoln, Neb. 
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ebraska had its chance 
for another fourth- 
quarter comeback, a 
last second miracle 
akin to the Wester- 


katch a season ago, but it wasn’t to be. 


On Nebraska’s final do or die 


. drive, Tommy Armstrong hit receiver 
De’ Mornay Pierson-El over the middle 
amongst a group of Minnesota defend- 
ers fora 28-yard gain. 

But as the freshman target neared the | 
goal line, the ball popped loose. Min- 
nesota jumped on it to seal the win. 


The fumble was Pierson-El’s second 


of the game, both coming on bang bang 
. plays. 

advantage of two Gordon and Kenzel Doe | 
right there,” Pierson-El said of the back 
breaking fumble on NU’s final drive. 
“He just got the better of it. Can’t do 
nothing. Have to live with it.” 


“When I was coming down he was 


Nebraska was lucky to even be in 


position for a last second drive, accord- 
- ing to coach Bo Pelini. 


They team had blown a 21-7 half- 


time lead to trail 28-24, and momentum 
- had clearly swung in the Gophers’ 
- favor in the second half. 


“We lost because we didn’t deserve 


: to win,” Pelini said. “We didn’t play 
- well enough. We had too many busts. 
Our execution was subpar. Our tackling | 
_ was horrendous.” 


On the day, Minnesota quarterback 


Mitch Liedner, not known as a strong 
: runner, went for 111 yards on the 
: ground on 22 carries. 


Tailback David Cobb tossed in 


: another 80 rushing yards to torment 
: Pelini. 


Game 12 
Nebraska 37, Iowa 34 OT 


Nov. ee 2014 in bw City, Iowa 


eapin toughdown 
waa loai flo. 
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he Huskers played the 
opposite role against the 
Hawkeyes. After Min- 
nesota came back from 
down 14 to beat the 


Huskers the previous week, Nebraska 


thought it would come back from down 
24-7 to beat the Hawkeyes. 
Quarterback Tommy Armstrong lead 


_ the charge with an inspired fourth quarter 
_ performance after he was just 7-of-20 for 


100 yards through three. 
The sophomore threw for 102 yards 


and a score in the final stanza to send it 


to overtime. He then found Kenny Bell in 
the front corner of the end zone to win it 
in overtime. 

“That was one of the gutsiest perfor- 


- mances from a quarterback that I’ve seen 
ina long time,” Husker coach Bo Pelini 

_ said. “He’s not perfect, and he’s got a lot 
- to learn and a lot of things that he could 


get better at, but there isn’t anybody that 
competes harder than he does. He made a 


- lot of big plays and showed the character, 
_ leadership, and toughness that he has to 
- show.” 


Punt returner De’ Mornay Pierson-El 


_ played a big role in the comeback as well. 


He was tackled by the punter on a 41-yard 
return and took another one 80 yards to 
the barn all in the fourth quarter. 

“T beat him the first time, he just 


got lucky,” Pierson-El said of the lowa 
_ punter. “But no, it was a good play on 
_ him, hats off to him. 


“He got me one time, but I wasn’t 
letting it happen a second time. The 
coaches were talking to me, getting into 


_ my head a little bit, so I had to prove 
| them wrong.” 
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BIGTEN BEAT icowplep By douc GRIFFITHS 


Ohio State whips Wisconsin in Big 
Ten title game, earns playoff berth 


Randy Gregory 
tackles Minnesota 
quarterback Mitch 
Eeidner earlier this 
SCERCY 


JIMMY(RASH/HUSKERS|IELUSTRATED) 


Ohio State got an early Christmas 


present on Dec. 7 when it was selected | 


to play in the inaugural four-team Col- 
lege Football Playoff. 

The Buckeyes earned the No. 4 seed 
and will face top-seed Alabama in one 
of the national semifinal games. The 
other national semifinal contest pits No. 
2 Oregon against No. 3 and defending 
national champion Florida State. 

It was Ohio State 59-point victory 


over Wisconsin in the Big Ten Cham- 


pionship game behind the MVP perfor- 
mance of Cardale Jones, the Buckeyes’ 
third-string quarterback, that was im- 
pressive enough to the selection com- 
mittee to put the Buckeyes into the field 
of four. 

Ohio State’s gain was Texas Chris- 


schools weren’t too pleased to be on the 
outside looking in of the first-ever Col- 
lege Football Playoff. TCU blew out 


Iowa State Dec. 6, but fell from No. 3 | 
to No. 6 in the College Football Playoff © 


Rankings. Baylor was ranked fifth. 


Many were left wondering if Baylor | 
- or TCU’s names were Oklahoma, Texas 
or Notre Dame, if they still would’ve | 
been left out of the national champion- 


ship picture. 


“It’s a great feeling,” said Buckeye | 
head coach Urban Meyer about being in- | 
cluded in the College Football Playoff. - 
_ “We’re honored to be a part of the first - 
- College Football Playoff.” 
Ohio State is one of 10 Big Ten | 
- schools headed to the postseason, which | 


matches a conference record. 


The Big Ten’s total of 10 bowl teams | 
equals the conference record for most | 
- bowl berths in a season, matching the | 
_ 10 postseason teams following the 2011 | 
_ season. 
tian and Baylor’s loss as the two Big XII 
_ football happenings around the Big Ten. 


Following Huskers Illustrated recaps 
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The biggest bright spot that came from | 


: Team 


| 
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2014 Standings 


: Overall Conference 

: *Ohio State 12-1 8-0 

| *Michigan State 10-2 7-1 

: *Maryland 7-5 4-3 

: *Rutgers 71-5 3-5 

_ Michigan 5-7 3-5 

» *Penn State 6-6 2-6 

: Indiana 4-8 1-7 
WEST DIVISION 

Team Overall Conference 

» *Wisconsin 10-3 7-1 

: *Nebraska 9-3 5-3 

- *Minnesota 8-4 5-3 

: *Iowa 7-5 4-4 

» *TIlinois 6-6 3-5 

: Northwestern 5-7 3-5 

Purdue 3-9 1-7 


*-bowl bowl 


Dec. 6 Results (Big Ten Game) 
Ohio State 59, Wisconsin 0 


Dec. 26 Games 
Zaxby’s Heart of Dallas Bowl (Dallas) - 
Illinois vs. Louisiana Tech, Noon, ESPN 
Quick Lane Bowl (Detroit) - Rutgers vs. 
North Carolina, 3:30 p.m., ESPN 


Dec. 27 Games 
New Era Pinstripe Bowl (New York) - Penn 
State vs. Boston College, 3:30 p.m., ESPN 
National University Holiday Bowl (San 
Diego) - Nebraska vs. USC, 7 p.m., ESPN 


Dec. 30 Game 
Foster Farms Bowl (Santa Clara, Calif.) 
- Maryland vs. Stanford, 9 p.m., ESPN 


Jan. 1 Games 
Outback Bowl (Tampa, Fla.) - Wisconsin 
vs. Auburn, 11 a.m., ESPN2 
Goodyear Cotton Bowl (Arlington, Texas) - 


: Michigan State vs. Baylor, 11:30 a.m., ESPN 


Buffalo Wild Wings Citrus Bowl (Orlando, 


Fla.) - Minnesota vs. Missouri, Noon, ABC 


All-State Sugar Bowl (national semis, New 
Orleans) - OSU vs. Alabama, 7:30 p.m., ESPN 


Jan. 2 Games 
Taxslayer Bowl (Jacksonville, Fla.) - 
Iowa vs. Tennessee, 2:20 p.m., ESPN 
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Indiana’s injury-riddled 2014 season 
was by far the play of junior running © 
back Tevin Coleman. 

He was the Hoosiers offense and 
by all indications he will be leaving 
Bloomington a year early for greener 
pastures, creating one gigantic void for | 
head coach Kevin Wilson to filll. 

Coleman was recently ranked by | 
nfl.com as the third-best running back 
in college football, behind Georgia’s | 
Todd Gurley and Wisconsin’s Melvin 
Gordon. 

Coleman has drawn comparisons to 
former Arkansas back Darren McFad- 
den, who was the fourth overall pick — 
by the Oakland Raiders in the 2008 
draft. 

NFL Media analysts were told by | 
an AFC team executive that Coleman | 
“has rare explosiveness.” And ana- | 
lyst Bucky Brooks wrote that “there 
is always a place in the NFL for a big 
running back capable of being a three- 
down player. Thus, scouts are excited | 
about the potential of Coleman.” 


a 


: is LSU head coach Les Miles. 


After his San Francisco 49ers lost to 


the Oakland Raiders, Harbaugh said, 
“My priorities are, No. 1, winning 
: football games. No. 2, the welfar of | 
_ our players, coaches and our staff. And 
- lastly is what my personal professional — 
- future is.” 


A day later, Harbaugh was asked 


about the Michigan job. 


“As a principle, I don’t talk about 


any other job other than the one that I 
_ have. I’ve answered this question many 
_ times, even recently, so you know ex- 
_ actly where my priorities are.” 

As for Hoke, there’s a report that | 
: says he’s a target for several coaching 
- vacancies. 


MICHIGAN STATE SPARTANS 


Michigan State seems somewhat bit- 
ter about heading to the Cotton Bowl 
"instead of the Orange Bowl and it may 
: have a beef. 

‘The College Football Playoff com- | 
_ mittee jumped the Spartans with Mis- 


' sissippi State, sending the Bulldogs to 


MARYLAND TERRAPINS 

The Terrapins are headed to their 
26th postseason appearance and sec- 
ond in a row when they face a tough 
Stanford team in the Foster Farms 
Bowl in Santa Clara, Calif. 

Maryland will get a boost as re- 
ceiver Stefon Diggs will return from 
injury. This might be Diggs’ final col- 
lege game as he might head to the NFL 
a year early. 

The game will also mark the career 
finale for 22 seniors, including quar- 
terback C.J. Brown and All-Big Ten 
honorable mention picks Andre Mon- 
roe, Darius Kilgo and Cole Farrand. 


ent at the quarterback position. As a 
result, Braxton Miller, who has missed 
this season due to a shoulder injury, 
- may play for another school next sea- 
- son since he would be eligible immedi- 
- ately as a post-graduate. 


MICHIGAN WOLVERINES 

As everyone expected, Michigan 
fired Brady Hoke a few days after the 
Wolverines lost to Ohio State. 

Michigan finished with a 5-7 record, 
missing the postseason for the first 
time since 2009. 

Now speculation as to who Hoke’s 
replacement will be is crazy. 

Jim Harbaugh’s name is out there as 


the Orange Bowl instead of MSU. : 
The Spartans, ranked No. 8 in the fi- _ 
nal CFP standings, are still headed to a 
_ “New Year’s 6” bowl and have one of | 
_ the best matchups, facing No. 5 Baylor. 


“Nobody gets explanations,” said 


: MSU head coach Mark Dantonio when 
_ asked why Mississippi State jumped | 
- his team. 


“You want to play the best team you 


_ can. Baylor is one of the top four teams 


_ ia | | 


EAST 
MME GOR 


' Heisman Trophy winner Marcus Mari- 
- ota is all but sure to exit Oregon a year 
- early for the NFL and whether Miller 
» wants to return to Columbus and battle 
J.T. Barrett to earn his starting position 
back. 

One Big Ten coach said of Miller’s 
» predicament, “I don’t see how he can 
. stay there now.” 
SportingNews.com said, “As much 
_ as Miller loves playing for Ohio State, 
- he has no other option but to leave for 
_ his final season if he wants to play in 
the NFL. He’s not helping his draft 
_ stock by sitting behind Barrett.” 
Other schools mentioned possibly 
' to be on Miller’s radar include Texas, 
Oklahoma, UCLA and Arkansas. 


PENN STATE NITTANY LIONS 
The Nittany Lions are headed to the 
Big Apple to face Boston College in 
the Pinstripe Bowl in Yankee Stadium, 
and they’re excited about it. 

- Remember Penn State was original- 
ly ineligible for this postseason until 
_ the NCAA lifted that sanction. 

“First of all, how cool is this: Your 
18, 19, 21-year-old young man and you 
get to spend a week in Ireland and a 
week in New York City in the same 
_ year,” said Franklin, referring to his 
- team’s earlier trip to Europe to play 
- this season. 

“Pretty cool. 

“Obviously, being in a region of the 
- country, that Penn State has strong ties, 
awesome,” Franklin added. 


in the country. We’ve already played 


_ two, so why not play another one?” 


OHIO STATE BUCKEYES 
Ohio State has an abundance of tal- 


You’ve probably heard by now the 


- Miller to Oregon rumors flooding the 
- internet. 

It makes sense when you consider 
‘current Duck quarterback and likely 


RUTGERS SCARLET KNIGHTS 
- The Rutgers’ fan base isn’t exactly 
_ jacked about playing in the Quick Lane 
Bowl in Detroit. 
The bowl has a $1.2 million payout 
(per team) and isn’t a bad option when 
you consider the Big Ten had sent a 
: memo to all its athletic directors warn- 
ing of the possibility that one bowl- 
eligible team could be left out and 
urged schools to advocate with bowls 
on their own behalf. 
“7 felt very comfortable that as the 
selections came out that we would 
have a seat at the table,” Rutgers head 


Find more daily news at Huskerslllustrated.com 
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FLORIDA ATLANTIC 

Result: L, Middle Tennessee 35-34) 
Up Next: Old Dominion 
Current Record: 3-8 


MCNEESE STATE 
Result: L, Lamar 27-24. 
Up Next: N/A 
Record: 6-5 


FRESNO STATE 

Result: L, Boise State 28-14 
Up Next: Rice 

Record: 6-7 


MIAMI 

Result: L, Pittsburgh 35-23 
Up Next: South Carolina 
Record: 6-6 


ILLINOIS 

Result: W, Northwestern 47-33 
Up Next: Louisiana Tech 
Current Record: 6-6 


MICHIGAN STATE 
Result: W, Penn State 34-10 
Up Next: Baylor 

Record: 10-2 


NORTHWESTERN 
Result: L, Illinois 47-33 
Up Next: N/A 
Record: 5-7 


RUTGERS 

Result: W, Maryland 41-38 
Up Next: North Carolina 
Record: 7-5 


PURDUE 

Result: L, Indiana 23-16 
Up Next: N/A 

Current Record: 3-9 


WISCONSIN 

Result: L, Ohio State 59-0 
Up Next: Auburn 
Record: 9-3 


MINNESOTA 

Result: L, Wisconsin 34-24 
Up Next: Missouri 
Record: 8-4 


IOWA 

Result: L, Nebraska 37-34 
Up Next: Bowl Tennessee 
Record: 7-5 
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coach Kyle Flood said. 

Flood is looking forward to playing 
North Carolina. 

“T like the idea of playing another 
Power Five school,” he said. “I love 


the opportunity to play at a great sta- _ 


dium; and to play at Ford Field in a 
controlled environment, it’s a great 
stadium. We are excited about the af- 
filiation with the Detroit Lions. I think 
all those things enhance the bowl ex- 
perience.” 


WEST DIVISION 
ILLINOIS FIGHTING ILLINI 
How about the resurrection of Illini 

head coach Tim Beckman? 


EAST 
UMME BOR 


A day after beating Northwestern to 

- become bowl eligible, Illinois athletic 
_ director Mike Thomas said Beckman 

secured his job by winning three of the 
- last five games. 
- “Qur student-athletes have played 
their best football of the season down 
the stretch of a tough schedule that in- 
: cluded nine-bowl eligible opponents,” 
- Thomas said. “It’s my expectation that 
_ with the upcoming bowl and another 

offseason of development, that Tim’s 
: continued leadership will keep Fight- 
_ ing Illini football moving forward and 

even more competitive in the confer- 
: ence and nationally.” 
_ Illinois is 12-24 under Beckman. 


Sitting at 4-6 in mid-November, 


most had Beckman being shown the 
door at season’s end. 


Instead, his Illini rallied, won their 


final two games and are headed to the 
Heart of Dallas Bowl. 


IOWA HAWKEYES 
The Hawkeyes can finish the 2014 
/ season on a high note with a win over 
' Tennessee in the TaxSlayer Bowl. 
Ask any Iowa fan and they’ll tell 


INTERNATIONAL 
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you this season the team failed to meet 
expectations. 

Both Hawkeye head coach Kirk Fe- 
rentz and athletic director Gary Barta 
recently spoke about the team overcom- 
ing disappointment this bow] season. 

“One great thing about sports, you 
get another opportunity to line up and 
play and go back to work and focus on 
what’s in front of you,” Ferentz said. 

Apparently there is a battle at every 
position during bowl practice, including 
quarterback where Ferentz didn’t rule 
out starting C.J. Beathard over Jake Ru- 
dock in the bowl game. 

“I can’t imagine there’s not too much 
that’s not open for grabs,” Ferentz ex- 
plained. “It’s been that way all season. 
It will be that way over the next month. 
Everybody has to earn their spot.” 


MINNESOTA GOLDEN GOPHERS 

Minnesota is thrilled to be competing 
in its first New Year’s Day bowl since 
1962. 

The Gophers were surprised they 
were picked to play Missouri in the Cit- 
rus Bowl. 

Minnesota was chosen over Wiscon- 
sin and Nebraska. 

The program has a lot of momentum 
going into the bowl game. Not only are 
the Gophers making their third straight 
postseason appearance, but also head 
coach Jerry Kill was named Big Ten 
coach of the year, the program’s first 


WEST 
$a xine@ 


since Glen Mason in 1999. 


NORTHWESTERN WILDCATS 

You have to believe after back-to- 
back losing seasons Northwestern head 
coach Pat Fitzgerald will enter the 2015 
season on the hot seat. 

His Wildcats tried to get bowl eligi- 
ble in 2014, winning two straight, but 
lost to Illinois in the regular-season fi- 
nale to finish 5-7. 

The season was highlighted with the 
win at Notre Dame, but the team that 
lost to the Hlini a few weeks later had 
just been crippled by injuries. 

Fitzgerald’s job next season will be 
tougher since the “Cats appear to not be 
as good on paper as they were supposed 
to be this year. 

“As I look at where our program is 
right now, I have to look at everything,” 
Fitzgerald said. “It starts with me, and 
that process will take time.” 


PURDUE BOILERMAKERS 

Purdue is a pitiful 1-15 in the Big Ten 
the last two years, arguably the worst 
two-year span in Boilermaker history. 

Athletic director Morgan Burke re- 
cently addressed the media and is in full 
support of second-year head coach Dar- 
rell Hazell, who is just 4-20 at Purdue. 

“This past year, ton of effort and en- 
ergy expended by the players, by the 
coaching staff and our marketing sale 
and PR and John Purdue Club (boost- 


_ ia | | li 
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er group) staff and by the fans and we 
don’t have much to show for it,” Burke 
said. “That’s disappointing, that’s dis- 
couraging.” 

So, too, is the $3 million shortfall 
in ticket sales. Athletic department re- 
serves will be used to make up the dif- 
ference. 

“My expectation is we’re going to get 
better,” Burke said. “I hope we do more 
than that.” 


WISCONSIN BADGERS 

After getting blown out in the Big 
Ten Championship Game, the Badgers 
got some good news a couple days later 
when junior running back Melvin Gor- 
don was named one of three finalists for 
the Heisman Trophy. Gordon, the na- 
tion’s leading rusher and leading scorer, 
joined eventual winner Mariota and Al- 
abama wide receiver Amari Cooper as 
finalists. 

Gordon has rushed for 2,336 yards 
this season with 29 touchdowns. His 
rushing total ranks No. 4 all-time on the 
college football single-season list, while 
his TD total ranks as the second-highest 
in Big Ten history. 

Gordon is Wisconsin’s fourth Heis- 
man finalist. He will be looking to 
bounce back from a sub-par perfor- 
mance when he rushed for just 76 yards 
on 26 carries against Ohio State in the 
Outback Bowl versus Auburn in what 
will be his final collegiate game. 


wee ea a ae a eee ee a << | 
Darren Ivy 
Last Week, Season (5-2, 50-41) 
Nebraska vs USC Nebraska 41-34 


Alabama vs. Ohio State Ohio State 
Florida State vs. Oregon Oregon 
Boston College vs. Penn State Penn State 
Ole Miss vs. TCU TCU 
Baylor vs. Michigan State Michigan State 
Auburn vs. Wisconsin Wisconsin 
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Mike Schaefer Michael Bruntz Bob Hamar 
(2-5, 57-34) (4-3, 60-31) (5-2, 57-34) 
Nebraska 38-34 Nebraska 31-27 USC 31-24 
Ohio State Alabama Alabama 
Florida State Florida State Oregon 
Boston College Boston College Boston College 
TCU TCU TCU 
Michigan State Baylor Baylor 
Auburn Auburn Wisconsin 


o 


Terry Douglass Doug Griffiths 


Lanny Holstein 


(4-3, 59-32) (6-1, 63-28) (6-1, 63-28) 
USC 35-21 USC 35-17 USC 31-20 
Alabama Alabama Alabama 
Florida State Oregon Oregon 
Boston College Penn State Boston College 
Ole Miss TCU TCU 
Michigan State Michigan State Baylor 
Auburn Auburn Auburn 
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R+L Carriers New Orleans Bowl 
Sat., Dec. 20, 11:00am ET, ESPN 


| vs. a. 
Nevada UL Lafayette 


Miami Beach Bowl 
Mon., Dec. 22, 2:00pm ET, ESPN 


Zaxby's Heart of Dallas Bowl 
Fri., Dec. 26, 1:00pm ET, ESPN 


Illinois Louisiana Tech 


Duck Commander Independence Bowl 
Sat., Dec. 27, 3:30pm ET, ABC 


ae, 


Miami, FL South Carolina 


Gildan New Mexico Bowl 
Sat., Dec. 20, 2:20pm ET, ESPN 


» 


Utah State 


Boca Raton Bowl 
Tue., Dec. 23, 6:00pm ET, ESPN 


Marshall Northern Illinois 


Quick Lane Bowl 
, Dec. 26, 4:30pm ET, ESPN 


a. & 


Rutgers North Carolina 


New Era Pinstripe Bowl 
Sat., Dec. 27, 4:30pm ET, ESPN 


ah. Be 


Boston College Penn State 


Royal Purple Las Vegas Bowl 
Sat., Dec. 20, 3:30pm ET, ABC 


(22) Utah Colorado State 


San Diego County CU Poinsettia Bowl 
Tue., Dec. 23, 9:30pm ET, ESPN 


a. 


San Diego State 


ee St. Petersburg Bowl 
, Dec. 26, 8:00pm ET, ESPN 


bn. 


NC State 


National University Holiday Bowl 
Sat., Dec. 27, 8:00pm ET, ESPN 


a... Qo 


Nebraska (24) USC 


—28: 


AdvoCare Texas Bowl 
Mon., Dec. 29, 9:00pm ET, ESPN 


Tr 
» vs. Px -¢ 


Arkansas Texas 


Franklin Amer. Mort. Music City Bowl 
Tue., Dec. 30, 3:00pm ET, ESPN 


Notre Dame (23) LSU 


Belk Bowl 
Tue., Dec. 30, 6:30pm ET, ESPN 


' a, 
am vs. 2? 


(13) Georgia (21) Louisville 


Vizio Fiesta Bowl 
Wed., Dec. 31, 4:00pm ET, ESPN 


4 4 A 
’ 2 vs. eta? 
(20) Boise State (10) Arizona 


Rose Bowl Game - Semifinal 
Thu., Jan. 1, 5:00pm ET, ESPN 


(3) Florida State 


(2) Oregon 


TicketCity Cactus Bowl 
Fri., Jan. 2, 10:15pm ET, ESPN 


Washington Oklahoma State 


Capital One Orange Bowl 
Wed., Dec. 31, 8:00pm ET, ESPN 


(7) Mississippi St. (12) Georgia Tech 


Allstate Sugar Bowl - Semifinal 
Thu., Jan. 1, 8:30pm ET, ESPN 


(1) Alabama (4) Ohio State 


Birmingham Bowl 
Sat., Jan. 3, Noon ET, ESPN 


East Carolina Florida 
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Outback Bowl 
Thu., Jan. 1, Noon ET, ESPN2 


a... aft 


(19) Auburn (18) Wisconsin 


Lockheed Martin Armed Forces Bowl 
Fri., Jan. 2, Noon ET, ESPN 


Houston Pittsburgh 


GoDaddy Bowl 
Sun., Jan. 4, 9:00pm ET, ESPN 


Arkansas State 


12/15/14 5:18 AM | 


Famous Idaho Potato Bowl 
Sat., Dec. 20, 5:45pm ET, ESPN 


a 
Western Michigan Air Force 


Popeyes Bahamas Bowl 
Wed., Dec. 24, Noon ET, ESPN 


a. Be 


Military Bowl 
Sat., Dec. 27, 1:00pm ET; ESPN 


& . Se 


Cincinnati Virginia Tech 


Central Michigan 


AutoZone Liberty Bowl 
Mon., Dec. 29, 2:00pm ET, ESPN 


a. 


Texas A&M West Virginia 


Foster Farms Bowl 
Tue., Dec. 30, 10:00pm ET, ESPN 


Sa. Bl 


Maryland Stanford 


Raycom Media Camellia Bowl 
Sat., Dec. 20, 9:15pm ET, ESPN 


Be: Aa 
oo vs. 
South Alabama Bowling Green 


Sheraton Hawai'i Bowl 
Wed., Dec. 24, 8:00pm ET, ESPN 


2 


Fresno State 


Hyundai Sun Bowl 
Sat., Dec. 27, 2:00pm ET, CBS 


ae .. 


(15) Arizona State 


Russell Athletic Bowl 
Mon., Dec. 29, 5:30pm ET, ESPN 


Qa. 4 


(17) Clemson Oklahoma 


Chick-fil-A Peach Bowl 
Wed., Dec. 31, 12:30 ET, ESPN 


a. & 


(9) Ole Miss (6) TCU 


Goodyear Cotton Bowl 
Thu., Jan. 1, 12:30pm ET, ESPN 


a. 


(8) Michigan State (5) Baylor 


TaxSlayer Bowl 
Fri., Jan. 2, 3:20pm ET, ESPN 


lowa Tennessee 


Buffalo Wild Wings Citrus Bowl 
Thu., Jan. 1, 1:00pm ET, ABC 


a. & 


(25) Minnesota (16) Missouri 


Valero Alamo Bowl 
Fri., Jan. 2, 6:45pm ET, ESPN 


at 


(11) Kansas State (14) UCLA 


CFB Championship Game 
Mon., Jan. 12, 8:30pm ET, ESPN 


() 


Bama/OSU 


(=) Be 


UO/FSU 
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NEBRASKA'S ALL-TIME 
BOWL RESULTS 


Jan. 1, 1941 Stanford 21, Nebraska 13 
Jan. 1,1955 Duke 34, Nebraska7 

Dec. 15, 1962 Nebraska 36, Miami 34 

Jan. 1, 1964 Nebraska 13, Auburn 7 

Jan. 1,1965 Arkansas 10, Nebraska 7 
Jan. 1,1966 Alabama 39, Nebraska 28 
Jan. 2, 1967 Alabama 34, Nebraska 7 
Dec. 20, 1969 Nebraska 45, Georgia 6 

Jan. 1,1971 Nebraska 17, LSU 12 

Jan. 1,1972 Nebraska 38, Alabama 6 
Jan. 1, 1973 Nebraska 40, Notre Dame 6 
Jan. 1,1974 Nebraska 19, Texas 3 

Dec. 31, 1974 Nebraska 13, Florida 10 
Dec. 26, 1975 Arizona State 17, Nebraska 14 
Dec. 31, 1976 Nebraska 27, Texas Tech 24 


1941 Rose 
1955 Orange 
1962 Gotham 
1964 Orange 
1965 Cotton 
1966 Orange 
1967 Sugar 
1969 Sun 
1971 Orange 
1972 Orange 
1973 Orange 
1974 Cotton 
1974 Sugar 
1975 Fiesta 
1976 Bluebonnet 


Dec. 19, 1977 Nebraska 21, North Carolina 17 1977 Liberty 


Jan. 1,1979 Oklahoma 31, Nebraska 24 
Jan. 1, 1980 Houston 17, Nebraskal4 


1979 Orange 
1980 Cotton 


Dec. 27, 1980 Nebraska 31, Mississippi State 17 1980 Sun 


Jan. 1, 1982 Clemson 22, Nebraska 15 

Jan. 1, 1983 Nebraska 21, LSU 20 

Jan. 2, 1984 Miami (FL) 31, Nebraska 30 
Jan. 1,1985 Nebraska 28, LSU 10 

Jan. 1,1986 Michigan 27, Nebraska 23 
Jan. 1,1987 Nebraska30,LSU 15 

Jan. 1,1988 Florida State 31, Nebraska 28 
Jan. 2, 1989 Miami (FL) 23, Nebraska 3 
Jan. 1,1990 Florida State 41, Nebraskal7 
Jan. 1,1991 Georgia Tech 45, Nebraska 21 
Jan. 1,1992 Miami (FL) 22, Nebraska 0 
Jan. 1, 1993 Florida State 27, Nebraska 14 
Jan. 1,1994 Florida State 18, Nebraska 16 
Jan. 1,1995 Nebraska 24, Miami 17 

Jan. 2,1996 Nebraska 62, Florida 24 

Dec. 31, 1996 Nebraska 41, Virginia Tech 21 
Jan. 2,1998 Nebraska 42, Tennessee 17 
Dec. 30, 1998 Arizona 23, Nebraska 20 

Jan. 2,2000 Nebraska 31, Tennessee 21 
Dec. 30, 2000 Nebraska 66, Northwestern 17 
Jan. 3, 2002 Miami (FL) 37, Nebraska 14 
Dec. 27, 2002 Mississippi 27, Nebraska 23 
Dec. 29, 2003 Nebraska 17, Michigan State 3 
Dec. 28, 2005 Nebraska 32, Michigan 28 
Jan. 1,2007 Auburn 17, Nebraska 14 

Jan. 1,2009 Nebraska 26, Clemson 21 
Dec. 30, 2009 Nebraska 33, Arizona 0 

Dec. 30, 2010 Washington 19, Nebraska 7 


1982 Orange 
1983 Orange 
1984 Orange 
1985 Sugar 
1986 Fiesta 
1987 Sugar 
1988 Fiesta 
1989 Orange 
1990 Fiesta 
1991 Citrus 
1992 Orange 
1993 Orange 
1994 Orange 
1995 Orange 
1996 Fiesta 
1997 Orange 
1998 Orange 
1998 Holiday 
2000 Fiesta 
2000 Alamo 
2002 Rose Bowl 
2002 Independence 
2003 Alamo 
2005 Alamo 
2007 Cotton 
2009 Gator 
2009 Holiday 
2010 Holiday 


Jan. 2,2012 South Carolina 30, Nebraska 13 2012 Capital One 


Jan. 1,2013 Georgia 45, Nebraska 31 
Jan. 1,2014 Nebraska 24, Georgia 19 
Dec. 27, 2014 Nebraska vs. USC 


2013 Capital One 
2014 Gator 
2014 Holiday 


JANUARY 2015 | HUSKERS ILLUSTRATED | 27 


12/15/14 5:18AM | 


® 


Catching up with 
JOHN BORDOGNA 


Quarterback 1951-1953 


By Butch Rasmussen/Huskers Illustrated 
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Former Husker quarterback John Bordogna is one of only a few 
former Husker football players who experienced fall football practice 
at the Ag College in Curtis, Nebraska and jumped out of a cattle load- 
ing chute while hanging onto a rope for his conditioning exercises. 

It was former Husker coach Bill Glassford’s way of moving his 
players out of Lincoln and away from its distractions to the small town 
of Curtis in south-central Nebraska, population 812 for fall football 
camp. 

“At Curtis it was strange for a lot of reasons,” Bordogna said. “We 
were running around in 110-degree heat and climbed a ladder in the 
open pavilion where we had a lot of Army cots for sleeping.” 

Bordogna came to Nebraska to play football for the Huskers when 
his high school football coach, Ralph Fife, went off to Lincoln to be- 
come the Huskers’ line coach. 

He had offers from such well-known football programs as Clem- 
son, North Carolina, Pitt, Penn State and others. The University of 
Georgia was ready to sign him when he decided to follow his coach 
to Nebraska 

Glassford was head football coach at Nebraska from 1949 to 1955 
while Bordogna was guiding the Huskers under center from 1951-53. 
Bordogna was the trigger man for an offense that featured the talents 
of All-America halfback Bobby Reynolds, in his heyday as one of the 
greatest players ever to pull on a Husker uniform. 
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Football scholarships were different in 
those days. Bordogna says he was required to 
work for a Lincoln business about 20 hours a 
week to help pay for his scholarship. 

Since his playing days Bordogna, (Bor- 
don-ya) has been in business in Lincoln for 
the past 60 years and has kept in touch with 
his old coach. Coach Glassford says Bordog- 
na owns half of Lincoln and John says that’s a 
slight exaggeration. Bordogna, 83, is a devel- 
oper and commercial paint contractor in Lin- 
coln, and owns several commercial properties 
in Lincoln and Omaha. 

His company had the contract for the paint- 
ing of the new east stadium addition and the re- 
modeling of the Devaney Center for volleyball. 

One might think those days so long ago 
would probably have set up the Husker of- 
fense as a T formation offense or a wing T, 
something simple but John says they used a 
spread formation and a modified T. 

“My height at about 5-feet, 9-inches was a 


bit of a problem in that it made it difficult for | 


me to throw the ball over taller linemen so our 


HUSKERS IN BUSINESS 


® 


offense was usually a spread, which allowed 
me to run either to the right or to the left be- 
fore throwing the ball. 

John held a number of passing and rushing 
records for several years after his playing ca- 
reer ended. He put up a rather remarkable re- 
cord for a quarterback in those days with 143 
rushing yards versus Iowa State in 1952, which 
held up for 34 years. He was inducted into the 
Nebraska Football Hall of Fame in 1988. 

Bordogna talks with his old coach Glassford 
every week or so. Glassford will be 101 years 
old in March and lives in Scottsdale, Arizona. 

“We spent so much time together in quar- 
terback meetings in Coach’s office that we 
developed a strong friendship that continues 
to this day, more than 60 years later.” Bordo- 
gna said. 

John’s wife Sue, seems to be keeper of the 
Bordogna legacy. 

“John is to me the toughest most amazing 


_ person I’ve ever known,” she says. 


They first met in the coffee shop at Miller 
and Paine department store in downtown Lin- 
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| 


coln when John’s company had a painting 
contract for the store and Sue was corporate 
credit manager. A Bordogna employee spilled 
some paint on some expensive handbags and 
John had to settle the damage with Sue. Terms 
of their agreement seem to have worked out 
well. John also has a daughter and two grand- 
sons living in Ft. Collins, Colorado. 

John tells the story that he missed the train 
for an away game at Penn State. When AD 
George “Potsy” Clark realized they had left 
their quarterback behind he arranged for State 
Police to provide an escort from Ashland to 
the train station in downtown Omaha. 

“We were driving 100 miles an hour and 
passed the state police escort.” Bordogna 
said. “You'd have thought the President was 
coming to town.” 

“When I got on the train Coach Glassford 
asked ‘Gosh all mighty, John, how did you 
miss the train?’ then told me to go back and 
sit with his wife for lunch.” 

It’s been a great ride for John and Sue Bor- 
dogna. 
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from the Exchange/ 


NEBRASKA 


An independent Licensee of the 
Cross and Blue Shield Association 


Look, Feel, Function BETTER 


Marketplace? 


Do you know where you can 
get health coverage? 


Owner Troy Watchorn, a former Husker Blackshirt, 
believes in helping clients fuse the mental, 


nutritional and physical components of wellness. 
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An Aetna Company 


Contact our office for help 
with your health 
insurance needs. 
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small group, large group 


Phone number: and 1-on-1 training 
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Holidays a time to be thankful 


Hoffmans, mamas aeee for support of Husker Nation 


By Brian Rosenthal 
Huskers Illustrated 


Nebraska men’s basketball assistant 
coach Chris Harriman had already de- 
parted that day for Omaha, where his 
7-year-old son, Avery, was preparing to go 
through another stem-cell transplant later 
in the morning. 

Back in Lincoln, members of the Ne- 
braska basketball program, coach Tim 
Miles included, were still at the Avery 
Strong Day fundraising event, where Har- 
riman was an early-morning attendee. 

So when Kelly Jo Hinrichs, trustee 
of The Robert D. Carstens Charitable 
Foundation, stopped by to announce 
a $20,000 donation for Avery Strong 
causes, Miles phoned Harriman, who 
was still driving to the hospital, to in- 
form him of the news. 

“He said he has to pull over,’ Miles told 
those surrounding him, explaining how 
Harriman was overcome with emotion. 

Meanwhile, in Atkinson, Neb., that 
same September day, Andy Hoffman and 
his son, Jack, while unable to attend the 
event, were wearing Avery Strong T-shirts 
they had previously ordered. 

“We were wearing them with tremen- 
dous pride, I can tell you that,” Hoffman 
said. 

Jack, who recently turned 9 and is cur- 
rently in his second battle with brain can- 
cer, is famous not only around Nebraska, 
but around the nation, for his touchdown 
run in the 2013 Nebraska football Spring 
Game. 

The Team Jack Foundation had already 
been established at that point, and had 
raised around $300,000 for pediatric brain 
cancer research before Jack’s heartwarm- 
ing run in Memorial Stadium. 

“We had a lot of things kind of estab- 
lished, but what that run did is it kind of 
catapulted it to the next level,” Hoffman 
said. “Last year and into this year, to say 
the run did a lot of good things for our 
foundation would be a vast understate- 
ment.” 

So the Hoffman family wasn’t the least 
bit surprised at the success of Avery Strong 
Day, which, thanks in part to Scooters Cof- 
feehouse locations around Lincoln, helped 


raise nearly $45,000 in one day, boosted 
by the one large donation. 

Harriman, a native of Australia who’s 
entering his third year in Lincoln, said he 
could’ve imagined something like this 
happening only in Nebraska. 

“T’ve said over and over,” Harriman 
said, “the amount of support we’ve re- 
ceived and the amount of people we’ve 
become close with over the past two years 
in our brief time here in Lincoln is unbe- 
lievable.” 

The same set of Midwestern values 
that makes Nebraskans stop alongside the 
road to help somebody with a flat tire are 
that same ones that come into play when 
they’re helping a child fight brain cancer 
or leukemia. 

So this holiday season, the Hoffmans 
and Harrimans, while separately fighting 
their battles with pediatric cancer, have 
much for which to be thankful, beginning 
with support from Nebraskans. 
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“The state has your back,” Hoffman 
said. “It’s a tremendous state, and Nebras- 
kans have always prided themselves on 
being different than everyone else, and I 
think they should, because they are differ- 
ent than everybody else. They’ve got this 
huge capacity to care and to give and to 
help. Our family has probably seen that 
better than anybody.” 

As much attention as Jack has received, 
Hoffman said his son probably isn’t the 
perfect poster child for pediatric brain 
cancer because he’s been doing so incred- 
ibly well. 

Many kids, Hoffman said, aren’t as 
blessed and fortunate as Jack. 

“We thank God every single day for 
how well Jack is doing. The last thing 
we’ve ever tried to do is be, ‘Oh, poor us, 
poor Jack,”” Hoffman said. 

“He’s got a battle. He’s not out of the 
woods with this thing. But we’re just so 
thankful it’s a battle he gets to pursue, and 
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AROUND HUSKER 


that he’s doing as well as he is 
doing.” 

Jack is, however, a poster 
child for the importance of 
cancer research. On Aug. 21, 
he became only the 15th child 
in America to have enrolled 
in a special clinical trial, one 
that wouldn’t have been pos- 
sible without research funded 
by private donors and private 
foundations, like Team Jack. 

Through the trial, Jack is 
receiving targeted drug thera- 
py, which attacks a particular 
oncogene that causes brain 
tumors. He takes the oral 
medication twice daily, and he 
doesn’t experience the same 
side effects as he would with 
the traditional, more invasive 
chemotherapy. 

“He tolerates the medication 
very, very well,” Hoffman said. 
“You wouldn’t even know he’s 
on chemo. He’s just doing so 
fantastic.” 

The best part is, the treat- 
ment is working. 

“Tt’s working for Jack, it’s 
working for these kids,” Hoff- 
man said. “What he’s partici- 
pating in is really cutting-edge 
science. He’s a living, breath- 
ing example of why research is 
so important, because he’s re- 
ceiving a targeted drug therapy. 

“For a kid who has been 
through two brain tumor sur- 
geries and is now on a second 
round of chemotherapy, he 
should not be going as well 
as he is. We think he’s doing 
as well as he is because of all 
the prayers that he’s received 
in life.” 

Harriman has met the Hoff- 
man family once, at a Big 
Red Dinner. While the fami- 
lies aren’t in regular contact, 
they’re fighting their battles 
together in spirit. 

“Obviously, they’re doing 
tremendous things,” Harriman 
said of Team Jack. “You get 
in a tunnel vision when you’re 
fighting for your son’s life, 
which is what we’re both do- 
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Harriman’s son, Avery, is 
recovering from his third bout 
with leukemia. He was initially 
diagnosed with acute lympho- 
blastic leukemia at age 2, and 
relapsed on Oct. 17, 2012. 
Doctors found a donor match 
that allowed Avery to have a 
bone marrow transplant on 
Feb. 15, 2013, and that kept 
him leukemia-free until this 
summer. 

Avery, fortunate to have the 
same donor from his previous 
bone marrow transplant, un- 
derwent another transplant in 
September. 

Thanksgiving Day marked 
61 days since the transplant, 
and Harriman was happy to 
report that Avery’s most recent 
biopsy revealed he has no leu- 
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sie. 2 
kemic cells in his bone mar- 
row. 

In and out of the hospi- 
tal since July, Avery spent 
Thanksgiving at home, but 
he’s facing a long road ahead 
in recovery, enduring tremen- 
dous pain while taking numer- 
ous medications. 

“We basically had to take 
him off his anti-rejection medi- 
cations in order for him to get 
Graft-Versus-Host disease, 
which is what ultimately killed 
the leukemia,” Harriman said. 
“Tt took a huge punishment on 
his body. So although the great 
news is there’s no leukemic 
cells in him right now, his body 
took such a major beating. 

“But in saying that, we’re 
blessed that he’s doing as well 
as what he is and just trying 
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to nurse him back to health 
and get him stronger and bet- 
ter every day. He’s got rashes 
all over him. That’s part of the 
Graft-Versus-Host disease. But 
he’s getting there.” 

Avery is a popular kid 
around the Hendricks Training 
Complex, where the Nebras- 
ka basketball team practices. 
Players are impressed with the 
energy level of the 7-year-old, 
despite his illness, and have 
taken him in as one of their 
own. 

Junior guard Shavon 
Shields, who’s especially close 
with Avery, shaved his head 
in support, when Avery began 
chemotherapy treatments be- 
fore his most recent stem cell 
transplant. 

“It’s about Avery. It’s not 
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about me or anything,” Shields 
said “I just wanted to show sup- 
port to him, show him that I was 
caring for him and everything. 
That’s all it was.” 

Harriman and his wife, Cheryl, 
helped organize a bone marrow 
donation awareness initiative be- 
fore a Nebraska home basketball 
game last January, in which vol- 
unteers were on hand to collect 
information from fans who could 
sign up for a bone marrow regis- 
try. 

Harriman, who’s not taken 
any leave of absence from the 
Nebraska basketball program, 
even though Miles has left open 
that option, said his job has been 
“therapeutic” in helping him deal 
with Avery’s illness. 

“For me, it’s actually kept me 
going,” Harriman said. “I need 
to work, and thank God I’m able 
to have a wife who’s supportive 
of it, to have medical team you 
have enough trust in, and to have 


werry ieritinem poss 
for a photo with his 
father, Chris Harriman. 


the support of people like Coach 
Miles, where I can say, ‘Hey, ’'m 
not going to be at practice to- 
day,’ or, ‘Today’s not a good day, 
I have to be at the hospital with 
him.’ I rarely go on the road re- 
cruiting, other than day trips for 
the past two months, just because 
I can’t be out of town now.” 

And Harriman can’t begin 
to wonder where he, or Avery, 
would be without Cheryl. 

“The biggest reason my son is 
still here and has the attitude that 
he has is because of his mum,” he 
said. “Cheryl has been, every day, 
all day, without question, his per- 
sonal care (attendant). If I could 
only tell you some of the things 
she does on a daily basis, from 
administering medicines through 
a tube in his stomach to doing IVs 
to giving him needles. She’s been 
doing them for the better part of 
5, 6 years. I don’t know where 
we'd be, and I’m so glad she’s on 
our team.” 
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This Week 


Husker Athletics 


Saturday, Dec. 27 
Football 


Holiday Bowl at San Diego, Calif. at 7 p.m. 


Monday, Dec. 29 
Women’s Basketball 


Minnesota at Minneapolis at 8 p.m. 


Wednesday, Dec. 31 
Men’s Basketball 


Indiana at Pinnacle Bank Arena at 4:30 p.m. 


Thursday, Jan. 1 
Wrestling 


Southern Scuffle at Chattanooga, Tenn. at 8 a.m. 


Friday, Jan. 2 
Wrestling 


Southern Scuffle at Chattanooga, Tenn. at 8 a.m. 


Saturday, Jan. 3 
Women’s Basketball 


Maryland at Pinnacle Bank Arena at 3 p.m. 


Monday, Jan. 5 
Men’s Basketball 


Iowa at Iowa City, Iowa at 8 p.m. 


Thursday, Jan. 8 
Women’s Basketball 


Michigan State at East Lansing, Mich. at 7:30 p.m. 


Friday, Jan. 9 
Wrestling & Women’s Gymnastics 


Tumble N Rumble at Devaney Center at 7 p.m. 


Saturday, Jan. 10 
Women’s Swimming & Diving 
Florida Gulf Coast at Fort Myers, Fla. at 10 a.m. 


Sunday, Jan. 11 
Women’s Basketball 


Illinois at Champaign, Ill. at 2 p.m. 


Men’s Basketball 
Illinois at Pinnacle Bank Arena at 7:30 p.m. 


Thursday, Jan. 15 
Women’s Basketball 


Penn State at Pinnacle Bank Arena at 7:30 p.m. 
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‘Tubby’ no more, 

, Petteway’s motor 
is now always 
running at full speed 


STORY BY BRIAN ROSENTHAL | PHOTO BY MITCH OTTO 
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ebraska coach Tim Miles, after his team commit- 
ted a season-high 20 turnovers in an 80-67 victory 
over Nebraska-Omaha, said he wasn’t worried 
about the miscues, that he didn’t feel his team, 
general speaking, was prone to them. 

But just in case, Miles joked that he’s got a treadmill in the corner 
of the practice gym. 

Well, good luck punishing one of the turnover culprits by making 
him run. 

Telling Terran Petteway, who happened to have six turnovers that 
night, to hit the treadmill as punishment would be akin to throwing 
Brer Rabbit into the briar patch. 

Want to really punish Petteway? Sit him out of practice, forcing 
him to watch from the sideline. 

“That would probably get under my skin,” said Petteway, the Ne- 
braska junior guard who’s the reigning Big Ten Conference scoring 
champion. 

Nope, running and conditioning for Petteway is certainly no pun- 
ishment. Heck, he wanted to run on the Nebraska track team, but 
Miles wouldn’t oblige to his request. 

“T keep asking him to let me go try out for the 4-by-4 (1,600-me- 
ter relay) team,” Petteway said. “He won’t let me, but I’m going to 
see if I can change his mind.” 

Of course, this is all ironic, giving Petteway’s nickname as a child. 
They called him Tubby, and you can guess as to the reason why. 

“T’ve had that name since I was little,” Petteway said. “I think my 
dad gave it to me. I was a fat kid. A fat, chubby kid. You wouldn’t 
think that now, me being a fat kid, but I was fat, slow, all the above.” 

Folks back home in Galveston, Texas, still call him Tubby, and 
Petteway embraces the nickname. He even leaked it on Twitter one 
day last season, and said he doesn’t mind if local fans call him that. 

He’s proven that he doesn’t live up that nickname, anyway, the 
recent tales of Petteway’s never-ending motor and competitiveness 
have been prevalent during his time in Nebraska’s program. 

Petteway said he first learned the importance of a strong work 
ethic from his father, but that his one season at Texas Tech, where 
he played as a true freshman, showed him even more how hard he’d 
need to work to be successful. 

“T know I became tougher, a tougher player,” Petteway said. “I’m 
a more mentally tough player. I mean, the things I went through 
there, that helped me. That’s probably the only area it helped me in, 
really.” 

Ask Nebraska strength and conditioning coach Tim Wilson about 
Petteway’s work ethic and desire. One day, after Wilson posted the 
team’s workout plan, Petteway looked at it and scoffed. 

He wanted something more challenging. So Wilson obliged, 
coming up with a more intense workout, off the top of his head. 

“He’s got a big motor, and he’ll go for a long time,” Wilson said. 
“He'll play hurt, he’Il play exhausted. It doesn’t matter. He’s going 
to leave it all out on the court. He’s just one of those guys you wish 
you had a dozen of them.” 

Another example came at Nebraska’s 66-62 overtime loss to 
Rhode Island, when Petteway stepped on another player’s foot and 
completely turned his ankle. He hobbled to the sideline, in obvious 
pain, and his return seemed doubtful. 

Less than two minutes of game time later, a re-taped Petteway 
returned, playing the rest of the game and overtime. Miles said the 
injury wasn’t a mere scare, that it was a legitimate ankle sprain — 
sore enough it kept Petteway out of the next practice. 
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But not out of Nebraska’s next game, against Nebraska-Omaha, 
when Petteway fought through any soreness and scored 20 points 
and grabbed 12 rebounds for his third career double-double. 

It’s another example of Petteway’s yearning desire to lead Ne- 
braska to somewhere it’s never been — on the winning side of a game 
in the NCAA Tournament. 

When he arrived in Lincoln, sitting out as a redshirt after trans- 
ferring from Texas Tech in 2012-13, Petteway’s goal was first to 
get Nebraska to the NCAA Tournament, where it hadn’t been since 
1998. The Huskers achieved that goal last season — sooner than most 
expected, but something Petteway had been predicting all along. 

Yes, even during Nebraska’s first season under Miles, when Pette- 
way sat out and the shorthanded Huskers went 15-18 at the outset of 
Miles’ rebuilding project. 

“And I’m a glass half-full guy,” said former Nebraska assistant 
coach Craig Smith, who recruited Petteway. “But I kind of looked 
at him like, ‘Are you seeing the same thing I’m seeing right now?’ 

“Tn his heart of hearts, he really believed we were going to be in 
the NCAA Tournament our second year, his sophomore year,” Smith 
said. “He just has this unquenchable thirst to be the best. He’s just 
got this will about him and this work ethic about him, where he’s an 
alpha dog, he’s an alpha male. 

“When those guys are going on the floor for pickup ball, they’re 
going. I mean, it’s on. I know he got really frustrated with some 
pickup games early in his career there, but pretty soon you could see 
the culture changing, to when it was time to play, it was time to play. 
It wasn’t a screw-around session like maybe it had been for a while. 

Miles points out that Petteway, a Texas native, has no connection 
to the state of Nebraska or the Nebraska program, but has invested 
every ounce of energy and emotion to its success. 

“You see when he’s out of the game, whether it be as a redshirt or 
now, he’s the biggest towel-waver we’ve got," Miles said. "There’s 
a true mark of character in that, that ‘I am for us, this is about us, 
always.” 

Petteway, who’s on schedule to receive his degree in May, is natu- 
rally shying away from NBA talk now. Some mock drafts had Pette- 
way as a second-round pick last season, after his sophomore season, 
although Petteway knew then, after feedback from evaluators, that 
he wasn’t ready. 

There’s no sure bet he’Il be ready after this season, either. 

“[’m not going to think about it,” Petteway said. “If I start think- 
ing about the NBA right now, I’m going to mess up me and my 
teammates during the year. I can’t think about the outside noise. 

“When that time comes, that’s when [Il put my thought and my 
energy into that.” 

Miles said he’Il support Petteway’s early departure if it’s the best 
decision for Petteway and his family. He said he’s seen players leave 
school early for the NBA Draft, and then not get drafted. 

“T always think that’s kind of silly. Why would you not want to be 
in college and make the most of your career?” Miles said. 

“If he has a chance to get his degree, be a first-round draft pick, 
and he says, ‘Coach, what do you think?’ and he has a chance to 
secure his future, I would advise him to do that,” Miles said. “He 
knows he’s got a lot of work to do to be a bona fide, no-brainer, first- 
round guy. There’s a lot of 6-6 guys out there. There’s a lot of guys 
taller, too. 

“Would I love to keep him here and see what the team can do? 
Absolutely. At the same time, you only get those cracks so many 
times in life, and this is one of them.” 
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Nebraska ends two-game losing skid against Bearcats 


The full rundown from Nebras- 
ka’s 56-55 double-overtime win 
over Cincinnati on Saturday night. 

Two VIPs 

David Rivers: Though he 
didn’t have the sexiest stat line, 
Rivers again did the little things 
that helped keep Nebraska in the 
game. The Husker senior finished 
with six points and eight rebounds, 
but that doesn’t tell the whole story 
of his effort. If Rivers wasn’t get- 
ting a rebound, he was helping 
keep Cincinnati’s physical front 
court in check. Rivers only left the 
floor in overtime when he got a cut 
on his forehead. 

Walter Pitchford: Pitchford 
was a big part of the Huskers’ 
strong effort in the paint. He led 
the Huskers with 10 rebounds and 
added nine points as points were 
at a premium against Cincinnati’s 
pressure defense. If Nebraska was 
going to have a chance Saturday, 
it needed to keep the rebounding 
margin close. The Huskers were 
only out-rebounded by one — a 
big key in the game. 

Four Quotes 

Tim Miles on the meaning 
of the game: “You could see we 
were skittish. As soon as it got 
close in the first half. The only 
want to gain confidence is to eam 
confidence. Our guys, I think the 
only way to do that is to come out 
on top and win. I’m so thankful for 
these guys and the effort they put 
out tonight.” 

Miles on the physicality of 
the game: “I thought we really 
scrapped and fought. It’s hard to 
say we out-hustled them because 
they fought so hard too and forced 
turnovers. There’s no question that 
was just a rock fight.” 

Miles on the crowd: “The 
crowd was amazing. You could 
see the difference in our guys’ 
stances and effort when the crowd 
got into it.” 

Shavon Shields on where Ne- 
braska would be if it lost Satur- 
day: “Let’s not think about that.” 

Seven Notes and Thoughts 

— Slow starts haven’t been a 
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big issue for Nebraska this year, 
but that was certainly the case 
Saturday against Cincinnati. Ne- 
braska was aggressive on defense 
from the opening tip, and more 
importantly, the Huskers got to the 
defensive glass early on. Cincin- 
nati came into the game averaging 
nearly 12 offensive rebounds per 
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game, and didn’t have a single of- 
fensive board through the first 10 
minutes of the game. 

— Walter Pitchford looked the 
best he had all season in the first 
half. Pitchford was active on the 
defensive glass, and seemed a lot 
more dialed in than he had been 
in previous games. He finished the 
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first half with eight points and three 
rebounds, while playing 18 min- 
utes. With depth a concem, Pitch- 
ford gave Nebraska steady perfor- 
mance in the middle early on. 

— We’re pretty sure that we 
watched a basketball game to- 
night, but at times, especially in the 
paint, it more closely resembled a 
street brawl. The refs generally let 
things go in the paint, and David 
Rivers and Pitchford held up for 
the most part. Give credit to Rivers 
who was locked up all night with 
Cincinnati’s athletic front court on 
the boards. He finished with six 
points and eight rebounds. 

—One of the questions we asked 
in the starting five prior to tonight’s 
game was how much Nebraska 
would get into its’s bench against 
Cincinnati. Would we see Nick 
Fuller or Jake Hammond? The 
answer was a resounding no. Ne- 
braska just used Tai Webster and 
Tarin Smith, both of whom com- 
bined for nine points in the game. 
Depth was going to be a concern 
at the start of the season for Ne- 
braska. Until Moses Abraham or 
Leslee Smith returns, it’s going to 
still be an issue. 

— Nebraska struggles with run- 
ning motion offense are well-doc- 
umented this year, but the Huskers 
are going to have to do something 
to generate more open shots on the 
offensive end. Against Cincinnati, 
Nebraska finished the game with 
22 turnovers and just three assists 
on 16 field goals. Right now, Ne- 
braska isn’t getting to the rim and 
getting the easy buckets in transi- 
tion that helped fuel its run last 
season. 

— Nebraska snapped a two- 
game losing streak with Saturday’s 
win. It wasn’t pretty, but a win 
keeps things from going south, 
with a long break before Nebraska 
heads to Hawaii. This Nebraska 
team needed to remember what it 
feels like to win, and a hard-fought 
win in an ugly game might be 
enough to turn things around a bit 
for Nebraska. 

— The Huskers now have eight 
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days to off before heading to Hawaii 
for the Diamond Head Classic. The 
team will have finals next week and 
some time to rest up after a physi- 
cal game. Watch Nebraska’s health 
and depth going forward over the 
next few weeks going into Big Ten 
play. Nebraska made a conscious 
decision to go with a short bench on 
Saturday. They won’t be able to do 
that going forward. 


The full rundown from Nebras- 
ka’s 74-73 loss to Incarnate Word 
on Dec. 10. 


Kyle Hittle: That’s not likely a 
name expected to appear in this col- 
umn, but Hittle was nails for Incar- 
nate Word, driving along the base- 
line and hitting the game-winning 
shot with less than 3 seconds left 


on the clock. Hittle was one of five 
Incarnate Word scorers in double 
figures on Wednesday night as the 
Cardinals shot 58 percent from the 
field in the second half. 

Shavon Shields: Shields led 
Nebraska with 19 points on 5-of- 
10 shooting and led Nebraska with 
nine rebounds. At times, Shields 
looked to be one of the few Husk- 
ers playing aggressively on both 
ends of the floor. Shields has been 
consistent for most of the begin- 
ning of the season. He just needs 
teammates to join him. 


Tai Webster on Nebraska’s 
inconsistent offense: “I wouldn’t 
say it’s a mystery, it’s more just us 
not playing to our ability,’ Web- 
ster said. “Me personally, I missed 
so many easy shots and so many 
careless turnovers. We, as play- 
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ers just need to step up. We know 
what we are going to get from Ter- 
ran and Shavon and Walter every 
night and they need our help. We 
need to step up.” 

Incarnate Word head coach 
Ken Burmeister on the win: “It 
is a great school, great campus and 
people across the street don’t even 
know we exist,” he said. ““We have 
just over 8,000 students, so for us 
to do this is great for our program, 
but it might be even greater for the 
university in the future.” 

Tim Miles on his level of con- 
cern: “TI don’t know that you can 
help but be very concemed. One of 
the coaches said, ‘I think we’re at 
rock bottom’ and I said, ‘no, you 
never say that.’ The one thing I’ve 
learned in 20 years as a head coach 
is you never talk about rock bot- 
tom. You just talk about how we 
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need to get better and what we’re 
doing and go from there.” 

Miles on what needs to hap- 
pen with his team: “I had Benny 
(Parker) meet with some guys, 
and he said, ‘guys, here’s the deal: 
if you’re worried about shots or 
playing time, you’re worried about 
the wrong things. Just take what 
you can get and work your butt 
off.’ I said, ‘Benny, that’s the best 
advice I’ve heard somebody give 
in 20 years. that’s what we need to 
do. Take what you can get, work 
your butt off and good things will 
happen.’ I don’t think we’re there 
right now.” 


— A big question coming into 
Wednesday’s game was whether 
there would be any hangover from 
Sunday’s loss to Creighton, and 
from the opening tip, Nebraska 
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played flat offensively after it | 
ran out to a 10-2 lead early in the ar ttewaysdunks the ball 
first half. Just all around a forget- i — 
table effort. After the game, Ter- 
ran Petteway said there wasn’t 
any hangover from the loss to the 
Bluejays, but the team that took the 
floor Wednesday certainly looked 
like a group lacking an identity. 

— The last few minutes of 
Wednesday’s loss was conceming 
for a number of reasons. For one, 
Nebraska was completely failed by 
its defense, giving up 16 points in 
the final four minutes of the game. 
Plus, when you factor Nebraska 
fouling a 3-point shooter multiple 
times, and two tumovers in the final 
24 seconds, Nebraska was a team 
that completely lost its poise. 

— Whatever the problems are 
that have plagued Walt Pitchford 
through he first month of the sea- 
son will need to be fixed quickly 
now that Nebraska is without 
Moses Abraham for at least a few 
weeks. The Huskers are already 
deadly thin in the post, and it’s still 
unclear how much Nebraska will 

& be able to get from Jake Ham- 
mond. Hammond played five 
minutes in the first half, but still is 
playing like a freshman in his first 
extended action. 

— Where does Nebraska go 
with Moses Abraham on the mend 
until at least conference play? 
Good question. Though Abraham 
doesn’t give Nebraska much on 
the offensive end, his presence on 
defense is a big advantage for Ne- 
braska, and is among Nebraska’s 
best players when it comes to point 
differential when he’s on the floor. 
Will Nebraska go small? Is Ham- 
mond ready? Tim Miles might 
need to get creative. 

— Nebraska fans got their first 
extended look at redshirt freshman 
Nick Fuller on Wednesday. Fuller 
played 13 minutes, which surpassed 
his season total of nine to date. Fuller 
got a 3-point play and canned a 
3-pointer and also added two tre- 
bounds. If he can give that kind of 
spot production, and guard his po- 
sition well, that will be more than 
enough for Nebraska on the back 
end of its bench. 
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2014-15 Mens Basketball Schedule 


Nov. 6, 2014 SW Minnesota (Exh) | Pinnacle Bank Arena | W, 83-61 
Nov. 16, 2014 W, 80-61 
Nov. 22, 2014 L, 66-62 OT 
Nov. 28, 2014 W, 75-64 
Dec. 10, 2014 L, 74-73 
Dec. 13, 2014 W, 56-55 OT 
Dec. 22, 2014 11:59 p.m. 


Dec. 31, 2014 Pinnacle Bank Arena | TBA 


Jan. 11, 2015 7:30 p.m. 
Jan. 20, 2015 730 pm. 
Feb. 3, 2015 6:30 p.m. 


Feb. 10, 2015 Pinnacle Bank Arena | 8 p.m. 


Feb. 15, 2015 at Purdue * 4:15 p.m. 


——— 


5 Conference Games 


— Miles talked a lot after the game about fear and players seeming scared on the 
floor. He said that perhaps Wednesday’s loss shakes his team out of the funk it’s 
currently in. After the game, Tai Webster and Terran Petteway were obviously upset 
about the way they played and the loss. Right now, Nebraska is a wounded animal. 

—Nebraska’s defensive intensity has been lacking in the past two losses. Incar- 
nate Word shot 48 percent from the field for the game and 58 percent from the field 
in the second half. Despite giving up height and physicality in the lane on Wednes- 
day, Incarnate Word was able to almost equal Nebraska’s production in the paint. 


CREIGHTON 65, NEBRASKA 55 
The full rundown from Creighton’s 65-55 win over Nebraska on Dec. 6. 
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Two VIPs 

Austin Chatman: Though Creighton lost a number of veteran 
players from a year ago, Chatman carried Creighton both offensively 
and defensively. He guarded Shavon Shields for a good portion of 
the game and made shots down the stretch as Nebraska kept trying 
to pull even after halftime. Chatman finished with 19 points, seven 
rebounds and six assists in the game, and just turned the ball over 
twice. 

Isaiah Zierden: Zierden came in as the team’s leading scorer off 
the bench, and he hit big shots in the second half to keep Nebraska 
from climbing back into the game. He finished with 13 points and 
his three 3-pointers were huge to keep Creighton ahead and the Pin- 
nacle Bank Arena crowd in check. 

Four Quotes 

Terran Petteway on what was lacking defensively: “Urgency. 
We didn’t have enough urgency in the second half. The first half, 
they hit a couple, but we were still playing with the urgency that we 
needed. The second half, they got on that run and it kind of went 
away.” 

Greg McDermott on taking away Shavon Shields. “T think 
Pettaway was taking 20 shots no matter what we did. Shields is ob- 
viously a little more choosey and efficient sometimes with his shot 
selection. So we just didn’t want to give him rhythm, we wanted to 
plug up those lanes especially when he was going to that right hand 
where he is so good. But lets be honest, he missed a few that he 
normally makes. So to win a game like this, you need a little luck 
as well.” 

Nebraska Tim Miles on what happened in the game: “I 
thought (McDermott’s) game plan was better than my game plan. I 
thought they did a nice job of playing off guys and staying with their 
discipline. Some teams lose their discipline. And I thought he had 
those guys in the same amount of time probably because we see each 
other so much. Those guys held firm with their game plan. And I felt 
like we could go out there and run what we run to beat him. But Iwas 
wrong and he was right. And that’s on me. I thought we were ready 
to play. It’s not that. We just weren’t able to take away the things they 
were able to take away from us.” 

Miles on Walter Pitchford’s struggles: “You know, I thought 
Walt was getting better. I really did. But tonight he just wasn’t get- 
ting there. If I knew that answer, I would have solved it two and a 
half weeks ago. He was great all the way through preseason practice 
and through our scrimmage. And then our first exhibition game he 
struggled. I thought we had him back because he played two pretty 
decent games, but then again tonight he struggled. His defense isn’t 
as good when his offense isn’t there. That has to be firmed up.” 

Notes and Thoughts 

— Consider that when Nebraska went to the locker room at half- 
time with a one-point lead, that was happened with Walter Pitchford 
and Shavon Shields both scoreless in the first half: Shields has been 
efficient all year for the Huskers — getting to the basket for easy buck- 
ets and getting to the line. Creighton did a good job of taking him 
away in the first half; including having Austin Chatman guarding 
Shields at times. 

— If this game was going to be close, it was exactly how you 
would have drawn things up. Creighton was hitting deep shots. 
Nebraska wasn’t getting to the free throw line. Creighton was dar- 
ing Nebraska to make shots from the outside and the Huskers were 
struggling a little on offense. Creighton had 10 first half turnovers 
and seemed to be begging Nebraska to win the game. 


JANUARY 2015 | HUSKERS ILLUSTRATED | 39 


12/15/14 5:18 AM | 


, 86=Es_—SsW Ss 


MW eiiaKBbasketiall 


Tear'a Laudermill 
emerges as a top 
scoring threat 
for Cornhuskers 


STORY BY LANNY HOLSTEIN | PHOTOS BY MITCH OTTO 

The coaches always knew it was in there, but it took a 
few years for Tear’a Laudermill’s scoring ability to come 
out. 

The senior guard started her Husker career as a de- 
fensive specialist, the on-ball defender guarding the op- 
posing team’s point guard, and she was pretty good at it. 
Laudermill averaged a steal per game her freshman and 
sophomore seasons while coming off the bench in a lim- 
ited role. Offensively though, she was a modest scorer, 
only averaging 4.0 and 5.9 points her first couple years. 

Then came Laudermill’s breakout junior year. The en- 
ergetic Laudermill went from defensive sparkplug to ex- 
plosive weapon in the blink of an eye. 

She scored 11.8 points per game and upper her steals 
to 1.2 per game on her way to being named second team 
all-conference. 

A lot of the improvement came from the faith Nebras- 
ka’s coaching staff showed in her. 

“Just having the confidence, the coaches had the con- 
fidence in me seeing me working on my shot and stuff,” 
Laudermill said. “That made my confidence go up, and I 
think it had a lot to do with it.” 

Coach Connie Yori and crew knew Laudermill had 
scoring ability from the moment they started recruiting 
her, and although that ability didn’t come out initially, 
they were patient. Laudermill said that patience is com- 
forting, even this season, where she’s the team’s third 
leading scorer with 11.0 points per game. 

“(Against Duke), I had a really, really bad offensive 
night with a really, really bad shooting percentage, but 
she told me to keep shooting,’ Laudermill said of Yori. 
“Tt wasn’t there for me, and I just tried to play better de- 
fense, but she’s really believing in me now, and that’s re- 
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ally helping me out.” 

Laudermill is a part of a diverse Husker attack that includes nearly four play- 
ers in double figures on a nightly basis (Brandi Jeffery averages 9.7 points per 
game). She says the wide array of weapons makes it easier on everybody. 

“Tt helps. It helps a lot because everybody on the team, everybody in the start- 
ing lineup is a scorer, so there are options to go to,” Laudermill said. “We will 
have a play for me, we will have a play for Rachel or Brandi or Emily, Hailey. I 
think the teams we play can’t try to cut off one of our scorers because we’ll have 
another scorer.” 

Opposing teams also have a tough time trying to cut off Laudermill herself 
because the guard has more than just offense to rely on. When she isn’t feeling it 
on the offensive end, she can fall back on the defensive prowess that got her on 
the court in the first place at Nebraska. 

“T’m more of a defensive player,” she said. “Pretty much, if offense isn’t 
working for me, I know that I can go to defense. I have that offensive game 
sometimes, but I know it’s not always going to be there, so I can make up for it 
with lockdown defense.” 

Nebraska’s sparkplug can also fall back on her faith. She grew up in a reli- 
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2014-15 Women’s Basketball Schedule | Emily Wood (12), Jasmine 


; Cincore (34) , Kaylee Page 
Nov. 2, 2014 Wayne State (Exh) Pinnacle Bank Arena | W, 84-43 ’ (2) and Esther Ramacieri (11) 


Nov. 9, 2014 W, 78-46 y celebrate against Duke. 
Nov. 15, 2014 W, 100-65 
Jan. 8, 2015 7:30 p.m. 
O Feb. 5, 2015 6 p.m. : Allie Havers putsjupa three- 
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Conference Games 

ve gious family, her mother working in the church back in Riverside, Calif., 
and she makes sure to get herself prepared for each game with a moment 

olf of prayer. 

rit “That definitely helps a lot,” she said. “Me and my mom, she just loves 

on praying. It’s a time for us to get right. That’s a big part of what I do before 
a game.” 

rt The team does some of that as well. Before every game, the Huskers 

ne get together and recite the Lord’s Prayer. 

“it “Coach says that if you don’t want to pray, you are not obligated to 
pray, but pretty much everybody wants to pray,” Laudermill said. “Every- 

li- body is a little bit religious, or they have something that they go off of.” 
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WRESTLING 

Senior All-American Rob- 
ert Kokesh captured the Cliff 
Keen Las Vegas Invitational 
crown at 174 pounds. 

Four Huskers placed in the 
tournament, with senior James 
Green taking runner-up hon- 
ors at 157 pounds. Sophomore 
Justin Arthur (149) notched 
a fourth-place finish and TJ 
Dudley (184) finished sev- 
enth. Nebraska finished sixth 
as a team with 89 points. 

Kokesh, the No. 2 seed, 
started the final day with a 
7-2 decision over third-seeded 
Tanner Weatherman of Iowa 
State in the semifinals. In the 
finals, Kokesh took down No. 
5 seed Blaise Butler of Vir- 
ginia, 6-2. In the first period, 
the Husker senior earned one 
takedown to build a 2-0 lead. 
He started the second period 
on bottom and escaped to take 
a 3-0 advantage into the third 
stanza. 

Both wrestlers started the 
final period in the neutral po- 
sition, but Butler took down 
Kokesh to cut the lead to 3-2. 
After a quick escape, Kokesh 
extended his lead with a take- 
down at the buzzer. For the 
tournament, the two-time All- 
American notched two major 
decisions in five matches. He 
improved to 14-0 on the sea- 
son. 

Green, the No. 2 seed at 157 
pounds, opened Saturday with 
an 11-6 semifinal victory over 
third-seeded Anthony Perrotti 
of Rutgers to set up a matchup 
against No. | Dylan Ness of 
Minnesota in the finals. The 
Husker senior took an early 
2-0 lead after a first-period 
takedown, but ultimately fell 
to the Gopher wrestler 4-3. 

Arthur (149) started the 
final day in the consolation 
bracket and went 3-1. His 
wins came against nation- 
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ally ranked wrestlers Ken 
Theobold of Rutgers (No. 18), 
Sal Mastriani of Virginia Tech 
(No. 9) and Cody Ruggirello 
of Hofstra (No. 15). Arthur fell 
to Iowa State’s Gabe Moreno, 
6-1, in the third-place match. 

Sophomore TJ Dudley 
(184) went 2-1 on Saturday 
en route to a seventh-place 
finish. Dudley, the nation’s 
17th-ranked wrestler at 184 
pounds, opened with a 4-0 de- 
cision over Jakob Scheffel of 
West Virginia before falling 
to No. 6 seed Ophir Bernstein 
of Brown in the consolation 
quarterfinals, 11-10. Dudley 
responded with a pin in the 
seventh-place match against 
11th-seeded Austin Gabel of 
Virginia Tech in 4:41. 

No. 8 Nebraska (4-1, 1-1 
Big Ten) suffered its first loss 
of the season on Saturday 
night as the Huskers fell to 
Wisconsin, 23-14, at the Dev- 
aney Center. 

No. | Robert Kokesh got 
NU started on the right track 
with his 16-5 major decision 
over Frank Cousins in the 
opening bout at 174 pounds. 
The senior All-American raced 
out to a 9-1 lead after the first 


Robert Kokesh, top, is 
off to a 15-0 record this 
season. 


period and never looked back 
before adding a point for rid- 
ing time. Kokesh, who as- 
cended to the top spot at 174 
pounds in every major poll this 
week, improves to 15-0 on the 
season. 

Ranked Huskers Tim Lam- 
bert (No. 18 at 125), Anthony 
Abidin (No. 20 at 141) and 
James Green (No. 2 at 157) 
also posted victories for the 
Huskers. Lambert — shutout 
Johnny Jimenez in the fifth 
match of the night, scoring a 
takedown in the first period be- 
fore a reversal from the bottom 
position in the second period. 
He tacked on a riding time 
point in his 5-0 decision. 

Abidin took an early lead 
against Jesse Thielke before a 
dominant third period gave the 
Husker junior an 11-2 major 
decision. Abidin earned three 
takedowns in the match and 
added a point for riding time. 

Green, a three-time All- 
American, collected three 
takedowns in the first period 
against Jarod Donar and built 
a 9-3 lead midway through the 
second stanza before holding 
off the pesky Badger for a 9-7 
win. Green is 13-1 on the sea- 
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son and holds a 5-0 record in 
duals. 

Following Kokesh’s win in 
the opening match, Nebras- 
ka’s TJ Dudley (184), Aaron 
Studebaker (197) and Collin 
Jensen (HWT) each lost as the 
Badgers gained a 10-4 advan- 
tage. Eric Montoya fell to No. 
18 Ryan Taylor at 133 pounds, 
while No. 19 Justin Arthur 
dropped an 8-7 decision to 
Rylan Lubeck at 149 pounds 
and Austin Wilson (165) was 
pinned by No. 7 Isaac Jordan 
in the final match of the dual. 

The Huskers return to ac- 
tion Jan. 1-2 at the Southern 
Scuffle in Chattanooga, Tenn. 
More event information will 
be available on Huskers.com 
closer to the tournament. 


Women’s Rifle 

At the conclusion of the first 
half of the 2014-15 season, the 
Nebraska rifle team is ranked 
sixth on the Collegiate Rifle 
Coaches Association Poll. 

The Huskers are 6-3 overall 
halfway through the season. 
Nebraska lost its first match 
of the season to Air Force in 
Colorado Springs on Oct. 4, 
but went on a six-match win- 
ning streak throughout the rest 
of October and into Novem- 
ber, including an upset against 
Murray State who was ranked 
fifth at the time. 

In addition, the Big Red 
defeated Ole Miss, NC State, 
Army, Memphis and Ohio 
State. NU ended the first part 
of the season in Alaska, where 
the team dropped two matches 
— one to Kentucky and one to 
Alaska-Fairbanks. 

The Huskers have a few 
weeks off and will begin com- 
peting again in January when 
the team travels to West Vir- 
ginia to take on the top-ranked 
Mountaineers on Jan. 17. The 
match is set to begin at 8 a.m. 
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volleyball team’s run through the 
NCAA Tournament came to an end late Saturday night in Alaska Airlines 
Arena, as the Huskers fell to upset-minded BYU 3-0 (21-25, 20-25, 21-25) 
in the Seattle Regional Final. 

The Huskers finished the season 23-10 and came up one match shy of 
the NCAA Semifinals for the third straight season. Nebraska has been in 
four regional finals since its last NCAA Semifinals appearance in 2008 but 
has been unable to advance each time. 

After upsetting No. 3 Washington on Friday to snap the Huskies’ 
34-match home win streak, the Huskers couldn’t 
muster the same performance on Saturday to top 
the Cougars. 

“T think it’s hard,” head coach John Cook said, 
“This team has struggled with that this year. I 
don’t know if it’s our youth, but all of our passers 
are freshmen and sophomores. You’ve always got 
to win the serve and pass battle to have a shot. I 
remember in 2010, Washington beat us in a four- 
game match and turned around and got smoked by 
Cal the next night. So last night probably took a lot 
out of us. But that’s not an excuse. You’ve got to do 
that to go to a final four. We just weren’t there this 
weekend.” 

BYU (29-4) entered the NCAA Tournament ranked 12th in the nation 
but was unseeded. The Cougars reeled off a second-round win over No. 
11 Arizona and a Sweet 16 win over No. 6 Florida State on Friday before 
knocking off the Huskers on Saturday. BYU will take on No. 2 Texas in 
one NCAA Semifinal in Oklahoma City, Okla. next Thursday. The other 
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semifinal pits top seed Stanford against fifth-seed Penn State. 

Amber Rolfzen led the Huskers with 11 kills. Kadie Rolfzen had 10 
kills and 15 digs for her fourth double-double of the NCAA Tournament. 
Kelsey Fien added nine kills. Senior setter Mary Pollmiller capped her 
Husker career with 38 assists for a career total of 5,230, which ranks fourth 
among current DI setters. Justine Wong-Orantes had 22 digs in a solid de- 
fensive effort. 

The Husker game plan of limiting BYU’s 6-7 hitter Jennifer Hamson 
worked. After posting 30 kills Friday vs. Florida State, Hamson was held 
to nine kills and .132 hitting by the Huskers. But 
the rest of her teammates stepped up, led by Alexa 
Gray’s 11 kills and .310 hitting. Tambre Nobles had 
10 kills, and Amy Boswell added eight while hit- 
ting .438. 

BYU showed why its the top blocking team in 
the nation, tallying 12 blocks to eight for the Husk- 
ers. NU had a 70-57 advantage in digs but commit- 
ted four service errors and four reception errors to 
allow the Cougars to gain an edge. 

Nebraska opened up an 11-9 lead early on in set 
one, but the Cougars used a 3-0 spurt to take a 12- 
11 lead. The teams engaged in a sideout battle be- 
fore BYU took a 20-18 lead after Hamson’s first kill and a Husker hit off 
the antenna. After a Husker timeout, BYU’s Ciara Parker served an ace to 
make it 21-18 and Hamson killed again for a 22-18 lead, causing another 
Husker timeout. Kadie and Amber Rolfzen struck for back-to-back kills to 
cut it to 22-20 before BYU took a timeout. The Huskers then committed a 
service error and a reception error to fall down 24-20. The Cougars ended 
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it at 25-21 on their fifth block of 
the set. BYU outhit NU .333 to 
214. 

Nebraska went up 5-3 in the 
second set on stuffs from Hall 
and Kadie Rolfzen and then 
Meghan Haggerty and Amber 
Rolfzen. But BYU went on a 
5-0 run to take an 8-5 lead. Alohi 
Robins-Hardy started it with a set 
kill and a joust win. Two Husker 
attacking errors and a Boswell 
kill gave the Cougars the three- 
point edge. A Cecilia Hall kill 
and Pollmiller ace trimmed the 
deficit to 10-9. NU then fell be- 
hind 14-10 before stringing to- 
gether a 4-0 run by picking up 
its defense. Haggerty and Kadie 
Rolfzen combined for a block to 
even the set after Wong-Orantes 
and Annika Albrecht produced 
key digs. The Huskers took a 17- 
16 lead after BYU hit wide. But 
the Huskers broke down defen- 
sively, committing passing and 
reception errors to help BYU to 
a 22-18 lead. Hamson had two 
kills down the stretch to help 
BYU finish the 25-20 win. 

Melanie Keil provided a 
spark off the bench in set three 
with two kills to tie it 8-8 before 
Hall and Fien combined for a 
block for a 9-8 Husker lead. The 
Huskers led 11-10, but BYU 
rallied for a 14-11 lead a kill by 
Hamson and kill and block by 
Boswell. The Cougars began to 
pull away, going up 19-14 ona 
Husker service error, attack error 
and Hamson kill. The Huskers 
continued to fight, as a Fien kill 
and Pollmiller ace cut it to 20-17 
and forced a BYU timeout. NU 
thought it had cut the lead to one 
when Hamson’s blast went long, 
but it was ruled to have tipped 
off a Husker’s fingers and in- 
stead made the score 21-18. The 
Cougars went up 23-19 after the 
Huskers hit long and they ended 
the sweep with a 25-21 win. 


The Nebraska volleyball team 
stunned third-seeded Washing- 
ton in a Sweet 16 matchup on 
Friday, 3-1 (20-25, 25-20, 25-22, 
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29-27) to snap UW’s 34-match 
home win streak and advance to 
the Seattle Regional Final. 
Cecilia Hall had a career-high 
14 kills on 17 swings with no 
errors for a postseason school 
record .824 hitting percentage. 
Four different Huskers had at 
least 12 kills. Kadie Rolfzen 
had 14 kills and 16 digs, Amber 
Rolfzen had 13 kills and seven 
digs, and Kelsey Fien had 12 


JANUARY 2015 


kills. Mary Pollmiller tacked 
on nine kills with 52 assists and 
12 digs, falling one kill shy of a 
triple-double. Meghan Haggerty 
had six kills and five blocks with 
no hitting errors, as the middles 
combined for 20 kills and no er- 
rors on the night. 

“Our team just really did a 
great job with the game plan,” 
Cook said. “I thought at the end 
we handled the crowd really 
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well. It was a tremendous effort 
by our team against a great op- 
ponent, especially on their home 
court. It was a huge effort by our 
team.” 

Krista Vansant had 15 kills 
and hit .273 to lead Washington 
(31-3), both below her season 
averages. The reigning AVCA 
National Player of the Year was 
held in check largely due to 
the defensive effort of Amber 
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Rolfzen. Vansant had no kills in 
the second set and well into the 
third set, as the Huskers turned the 
momentum in the match. 

NU outhit UW .293 to .235 and 
won the digs battle, 70-62. After 
the first set, the Huskers hit .331 
after the first set. The Huskies did 
post a 13-7 block edge, and NU 
committed a season-high 14 ser- 
vice errors to just seven for UW. 
But Nebraska outkilled Washing- 
ton 70-53, a season high for kills 
in a match this season. 

“This team’s been getting bet- 
ter and better as the season goes 
on,” Cook said. “We played really 
well last week and we’ve been 
training really well. I expected us 
to play great tonight, and I told 
them that yesterday at practice - 
with the effort they put in and their 
focus and how hard they worked, 
they should expect to have a great 
effort tonight. And they did.” 

The Huskers went up 3-1 early 
in the match with a kill and block 
by Hall. But Washington used 
a 4-0 run to go up 5-3, and the 
Huskers went down 14-11 after 
their third service error of the set. 
A service error by UW and a solo 
block by Haggerty pulled NU 
within 14-13. Trailing 18-15, NU 
rallied to tie it with a UW attack 
error and kills by Kadie Rolfzen 
and Hall, forcing a Washington 
timeout. And out of the time- 
out, Washington went back on 
top 21-18. Later, Vansant killed 
to keep the lead at three, 23-20, 
and force NU’s second timeout. 
Two Husker misfires out of the 
timeout finished the set with UW 
taking it 25-20 by closing it on a 
7-2 run. Hall hit a perfect 1.000 
in the frame with five kills on five 
swings. Washington outhit NU 
.310 to .147 to claim the early 
edge. Vansant had seven kills and 
hit .700. 

In set two, back-to-back kills 
by Amber and Kadie Rolfzen 
gave Nebraska a 4-3 lead. Hag- 
gerty blasted a kill that was fol- 
lowed by a UW hitting error for 
a 6-4 Husker lead. After a ball 
bounced off a Husky’s leg and 
went out, Haggerty and Pollmiller 
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2014 Nebraska Volleyball Schedule 


Aug. 23, 2014 


Aug. 29, 2014 
Aug. 31, 2014 


Sept. 5, 2014 
Sept. 6, 2014 
Sept. 6, 2014 


Sept. 12, 2014 
Sept. 13, 2014 
Sept. 17, 2014 
Sept. 20, 2014 
Sept. 24, 2014 
Sept. 27, 2014 
Oct. 3, 2014 
Oct. 4, 2014 
Oct. 10, 2014 
Oct. 11, 2014 
Oct. 15, 2014 
Oct. 18, 2014 
Oct. 22, 2014 
Oct. 26, 2014 
Oct. 31, 2014 


Nov. 5, 2014 

Nov. 8, 2014 

Nov. 12, 2014 
Nov. 16, 2014 
Nov. 19, 2014 
Nov. 22, 2014 
Nov. 26, 2014 
Nov. 29, 2014 


Dec. 5, 2014 
Dec. 6, 2014 
Dec. 12, 2014 


Dec. 13, 2014 BYU 


Red-White Game | Devaney Center 
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White 3-1 


Seattle, Wash. L, 3-0 (23-10) 


teamed up to stuff Tia Scam- 
bray for an 8-4 lead, forcing a 
UW timeout. Lianna Sybeldon’s 
kill ended the 4-0 run, and a net 
violation on NU cut it to 8-6. 
NU went up 10-7 on a Wash- 
ington service error, and a tip 
shot by Hall found the middle of 
the floor before Kadie Rolfzen 
blasted a kill to make it 13-8. Af 
ter Washington got a point on an 
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NU service error, Kadie Rolfzen 
added two more kills for a 15-9 
advantage. Haggerty pushed 
the lead to 19-11 with her third 
kill of the match. UW reeled off 
three consecutive points to pull 
within 19-14 and force a Husker 
timeout. But after the break, Fien 
killed twice around a Pollmiller 
kill that came from a bump set by 
Alexa Ethridge, and NU led 22- 
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14. Another kill by Fien and a kill 
by Hall made it a 5-0 run and gave 
NU set point at 24-14. Washington 
fought off six Husker set points be- 
fore Nebraska finally finished off 
the set at 25-20 on Hall’s ninth kill 
of the match. She hit .900 through 
two sets, and the Huskers outhit 
Washington .325 to .105 in the 
second set. Kadie Rolfzen tallked 
five kills and hit .625 in the second. 
The Huskers shut down Vansant - 
the reigning National Player of the 
Year - limiting her to zero kills on 
eight attacks in the frame. 

Nebraska jumped out to a 9-4 
lead in the third set with a 4-0 run 
sparked by a Kadie Rolfzen kill and 
ace. But after UW won a rally, the 
Huskers continued the run to 7-1 
for a 12-5 lead with Pollmiller tack- 
ing on two more kills. Nebraska in- 
creased its lead to 16-8 with back- 
to-back kills by Hall and Haggerty. 
A kill by Fien made it 20-13 Big 
Red before UW took three straight 
rallies to trim the lead to 20-16. 
Hall notched her 11th kill out of the 
timeout for a 21-16 lead. But UW 
crept even closer with three straight 
points again to get within 21-19 and 
bring the crowd to its feet. A kill by 
Scambray brought UW within 22- 
21, but Kadie Rolfzen answered to 
make it 23-21. After UW scored, 
Kadie Rolfzen killed again to give 
NU set point, and Fien smashed an 
overdig after the serve from Kadie 
Rolfzen to put NU up 2-1 in the 
match with a 25-22 third-set win. 
While Washington hit .400 in the 
third set, NU hit a blistering .419 
with 21 kills and just three errors. 
Four different Huskers had four 
kills in the set to lead the balanced 
attack. 

Washington went up 4-1 in the 
fourth but kills by Hall and Kadie 
Rolfzen made it 4-3. The Husk- 
ers evened the set at 10-10 with a 
3-0 run on kills by Pollmiller, Hall 
and Amber Rolfzen. Nebraska 
broke free from an 11-11 tie with 
three straight rallies to go up 14- 
11. Albrecht and Kadie Rolfzen 
had kills to extend the Husker run 
to 7-1. Later, Hall gave the Husk- 
ers a 20-17 lead with her 14th kill, 
but UW cut it to one, 20-19. Amber 
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Rolfzen responded with a kill 
to put NU up 21-19. Haggerty 
stuffed Vansant for a 23-19 lead 
before Vansant killed to make it 
23-20. Vansant killed again after 
an NU timeout, and the Huskers 
hit wide to tie it 23-23. Amber 
Rolfzen killed to give NU match 
point, but then served into the net 
to tie it 24-24. The teams contin- 
ued their epic sideout battle, until 
a block by Hall and Fien made it 
28-27, and the Huskers finished 
the incredible effort after an er- 
rant shot by Washington. 


NEBRASKA 3, UTAH 2 

The 14th-seeded Nebraska 
volleyball team outlasted a tough 
Utah squad in a five-set thriller at 
the Devaney Center to advance 
to an NCAA Regional for the 
20th time in 21 seasons. 

The Huskers won the opening 
two sets, only to see Utah rally 
to force a fifth set. Nebraska won 
the first four rallies of the fifth 
set and never trailed, improving 
to 20-1 all-time in second-round 
NCAA Tournament matches 
with a 25-23, 25-22, 23-25, 17- 
25, 15-11 victory over the 20th- 
ranked Utes. 

The Huskers gave their all 
to punch their ticket to the next 
round. Nebraska was outscored 
in the match, 106-105, and Utah 
had more kills, digs and blocks 
than NU. The Utes hit .289 in 
the match, the third-highest mark 
Nebraska has allowed this sea- 
son, while the Huskers hit .201. 

The difference in the match 
proved to be the service line, 
as the Huskers had six aces and 
only three errors, while Utah had 
11 errors and only two aces. 

Ina tight first set, strong serv- 
ing from Justine Wong-Orantes 
was the difference in the Husk- 
ers’ 25-23 victory. Utah recorded 
six more kills (19) than the Husk- 
ers (13) and blocks were even at 
two apiece, but Nebraska scored 
on five of Wong-Orantes’ seven 
serves, including a pair of aces 
from the sophomore libero. Utah 
terminated four of its first five 
swings to jump out to a quick 


4-1 lead. Wong-Orantes served 
up a pair of aces following the 
break as Nebraska used a 4-0 run 
to take its first lead of the match. 
The Huskers never trailed again, 
but the Utes pulled even on sev- 
en occasions, including at 23-23 
before a service error and a Mary 
Pollmiller killed close out the set. 
While Nebraska had three aces 
and no service errors in the set, 
the Utes had three service errors 
and no aces. 

Utah won seven of the first 
10 rallies in set two, only to see 
the Huskers respond by winning 
seven of the next eight points to 
take a 10-8 lead. Nebraska’s lead 
grew to as many as four before 
the Utes used a 6-1 run to tie the 
set at 14. NU quickly regained 
the lead and stretched its advan- 
tage to four at 20-16. Utah would 
not go away, pulling to within 
one before the service game 
came back into effect. Trailing 
23-22, Utah committed its sixth 
service error of the match to give 
the Huskers a set point, and An- 
nika Albrecht followed the error 
with her second ace to close out 
Nebraska’s 25-22- win. 
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NU's lonejsenior’ Many; 
a Pollmiller, makes a tip 
kill against Hofstra in the 


NGAA Tournament. 


In set three, Nebraska won 
four of the first five rallies be- 
fore Utah bounced back to take 
a 15-14 lead. The Utes then won 
five consecutive points to take a 
20-14 lead. Nebraska won three 
straight points to pull within one 
at 24-23, and the Huskers had a 
chance to extend the set, but a 
Kadie Rolfzen attack landed just 
wide to give the Utes a 25-23 
victory. 

Utah controlled the fourth set, 
cruising to a 25-17 win. The Utes 
led by six after the first 20 rallies 
and Nebraska could get no closer 
than six the rest of the way. Ne- 
braska committed 10 hitting er- 
rors in the set, as Utah recorded 
five blocks. Adora Anae added 
six kills in the fourth set for the 
Utes, more than half of the Husk- 
ers’ team total. 

In the shortened fifth set, it 
was who Nebraska jumped out 
to the all-important early lead, 
winning the first four rallies. Ne- 
braska maintained its four-point 
advantage at the switch, leading 
8-4. Utah scored two consecutive 
points to pull within one, but the 
Huskers responded with three 
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straight points to go on top, 12-8. 
Nebraska eared its first match 
point at 14-11 before a Pollmiller 
kill closed out the match. 

Pollmiller was one of three 
players to post a double-double 
in the match, finishing with a 
match-high 45 assists and a sea- 
son-high 10 kills. Kadie Rolfzen 
also had a double-double for Ne- 
braska with 15 kills and 11 digs. 
Chelsey Schofield-Olsen ended 
her career on a strong note for 
the Utes, finishing with 12 kills 
and a career-high 21 digs. 


NEBRASKA 3, HOFSTRA 0 

Behind a big block, the 14th- 
seeded Nebraska volleyball team 
swept Hofstra, 3-0 in a first- 
round NCAA Tournament match 
at the Bob Devaney Sports 
Center. Despite the sweep, the 
Huskers had to work to win their 
opening NCAA _ Tournament 
match for the 31st consecutive 
season. Nebraska survived late 
Hofstra rallies in each of the first 
two sets, winning the opener 27- 
25 and taking set two, 25-23. 

NU closed out the match 
with a 25-16 victory in set 
three, but the Huskers did not 
secure the win until their fifth 
match point. 

With the win, Nebraska (21- 
9) advanced to Saturday’s sec- 
ond-round match against No. 20 
Utah, which swept Kansas State 
in Friday’s first match. Hofstra 
ended its season with a 28-6 re- 
cord. Hofstra enjoyed a 38-36 
advantage in kills, but it was the 
Husker block that was the dif- 
ference. Nebraska totaled 19.5 
blocks, just one-half block shy of 
the school record for a three-set 
NCAA Tournament match. 

Amber Rolfzen had 10 blocks 
to tie Melissa Elmer’s record for 
most blocks in a three-set post- 
season match. Amber’s twin sis- 
ter Kadie posted a match-high 13 
kills and hit .323 for the Big Red, 
while adding a double-double 
with a team-high 15 digs. 

Nuria Lopes da Silva led Hof- 
stra with 10 kills as the only other 
player with double-figure kills. 
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JANUARY 2015 CROSSWORD PUZZLE 


DECEMBER 6 CROSSWORD SOLUTION 
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ACROSS 

2. Bowl game after 2013 season 

7. Wears No. 35 (offense) 

9. 1995 Johnny Unitas Golden Arm Award winner 

12. All-Big Ten first-team defensive lineman 

14. 2016 non-conference opponent 

16. Leading tackler vs. lowa 

17. Interim head coach for bowl game 

19. NU’s opponent in 2010 Holiday Bowl 

21.USC school color 

23. Athletic director 

25.Tommy Armstrong’s home state 

26. Ex-Husker running back now with Washington Redskins 
29. All-Big Ten first-team wide receiver 

30. Number of Tommy Armstrong touchdown passes vs. lowa 


31. Leading rusher vs. lowa 


DOWN 

1. NU’s bowl game 

3. NU’s bowl game city 

4.2009 Outland Trophy winner 

5. USC head coach 

6. 1983 Maxwell Award winner 

8. New head coach’s former school 

10. NU’s opponent in 2009 Holiday Bowl 
11. Zaire Anderson’s home state 

13. Imani Cross’ home state 

15. Wears No. 95 (defense) 

17. Wears No. 28 (defense) 

18.2014 Big Ten Conference champion 
20. USC nickname 

22. New head coach 

24. Ex-Husker defensive back now with Tennessee Titans 
27. Network for Holiday Bow] teleacast 
28. Bowl game opponent 


29. Opponent in 2015 opener 


DGG 6 
Pt ele lA] Ty 


Mt cli i jal’ |nis[t [alte 
M | oT 


fe J JO] WIN | 
Jojo |r ie|R| 


Go ioe 
FURIE S| H [M) AN 
oo 
Jr fe} s|NJo}s}t jar fe 
Ei 


DO Aeaeoo 


pe | | [c[k 
M 


JANUARY 2015 | HUSKERS ILLUSTRATED | 47 


12/15/14 5:18 AM | 


THE ORIGINAL MAGAZINE DEDICATED TO NEBRASKA ATHLETICS 


HUSKERS 


ILLUSTRATED 


huskersillustrated.com 


524-9527 


magazine 
1-800 


iit 


Fi j nee nee: 
ein bannes ge in ying 1% 


penn NOTA AD vce dae PROT EES A in 
ny ped wet »} " > } ne 


Ad " 
Py tn a 


t CI 
aangikl 
ay Hie) i 


HUSKERSI 


Pe a hk 


"" 


gniaegne 


Your team. All the time: 


peeepet yy 


ILLUSTRATED — 


12/15/14 


‘owl Preview.indd 48 


